
Dear Friends, 

To say that this year has been a whirlwind would be 
an understatement. When the Legislature reconvened 
in January, I returned to Augusta ready to fight for 
the families, workers and small businesses in our 
community. Like most people, I never expected that 
we would have to deal with the devastating health 
and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We don’t get to choose the hand we’re dealt. These 
challenges may be unprecedented, but the way we 
respond to them isn’t. As Mainers, we’ve always 
solved problems by working together. That’s why I 
often rely on you to ask questions, share stories and 
offer feedback. If anything, the challenges we now 
face only strengthen my commitment to make our 
state a better place to live, work and raise a family.

In the face of the pandemic, my colleagues and I 
focused on the problems at hand. This year, we 
worked to:

• Grow the Rainy Day Fund to a historic high — We 
added even more money to the state’s Rainy Day 
Fund, growing it to $258 million, its highest amount 
since the fund was created in 1985.

• Support seniors — With many assisted-living 
facilities and nursing homes in trouble, we passed 
legislation to increase reimbursement rates 
so our seniors can continue to get the quality, 
compassionate care they deserve.

• Protect Maine children — In the wake of reports 
of child abuse and neglect in Maine, I continued to 
push for more legislative oversight to ensure the 
Department of Health and Human Services is always 
fulfilling its duty to protect Maine children.

This year, we made a lot of progress, but our work is 
not over yet. It’s why I voted twice to reconvene the 
Legislature so we could finish delivering for you. I 
want you to know that I’m still here, working for you 
and your family. I still believe in the steadfast spirit 
of Maine people. Together, we can build a state that 
works for everyone. Please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to me by calling 207-287-1515 or by emailing 
diamondhollyd@aol.com.

Sincerely,
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Making responsible saving 
and budgeting decisions
Before the Legislature adjourned to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19, lawmakers unanimously passed a lean, 
sensible supplemental budget that paid our bills, 
addressed some long-standing concerns and put aside 
savings. We doubled down on our commitment to public 
education, investing an additional $37.2 million in schools 
and $1.6 million in career and technical education, 
providing students with critical skills that lead to good-
paying jobs. We put $15 million toward rate increases 
to support direct health care providers who care for 
Maine seniors, people with disabilities and children with 
behavioral health needs. We also invested in public health 
and child protection efforts.

We must also be prepared for the economic consequences 
of this crisis. That’s why lawmakers left more than $100 
million unspent to cover gaps in this year’s budget and 
put an additional $17 million in the Rainy Day Fund, 
bringing the total to $258 million. 

Speaking at a bipartisan press conference to address funding to fix 
Maine’s roads. 

Responding quickly to  
the COVID-19 pandemic
When Maine reported its first case of COVID-19, the 
Legislature moved quickly to unanimously pass laws to 
support Maine families, seniors, small businesses and 
public health. First, we approved a responsible spending 
package that prioritized funding for public health nursing, 
the Maine CDC and senior care, while growing the Rainy 
Day Fund to a historic high of $258 million. We expanded 
unemployment eligibility, made sure students wouldn’t go 
hungry, and put $11 million into a COVID-19 fund. 

Since March, I’ve worked with countless Mainers to 
solve problems, get unemployment benefits and access 
critical resources. The stories I’ve heard are often 
heartbreaking, but this is what we are elected to do — fight 
for the people we represent. 

I’ve pressed state and federal agencies to improve small 
business programs, increase access to health care, 
provide rental and housing relief, and support Maine 
businesses. Key legislative committees continue to meet, 
getting stakeholders and the administration around the 
table to come up with solutions. 

Looking out for our elderly 
neighbors and caretakers
As Mainers, we stand on the shoulders of the generations 
that came before us. We owe it to our seniors to be there 
when they need us most. In January, we started the 
session by increasing funding for Maine’s nursing homes 
and residential care facilities. In light of the COVID-19 
crisis, we gave further assistance to nursing homes in 
the supplemental budget. 

To support the dedicated professionals who care for our 
seniors, we pushed to increase reimbursement rates for 
direct care workers. A commission on long-term care also 
released recommendations to strengthen this critical part 
of Maine’s workforce. These proposals have been carried 
over for further consideration. 

Ensuring the safety of Maine 
people and children
It’s been my top priority as a legislator to keep all Maine 
people safe. When news broke a few years ago about the 
tragic domestic violence murders of 10-year-old Marissa 
Kennedy and 4-year-old Kendall Chick, it was clear that 
a major overhaul of child protective services was long 
overdue. That’s why I sponsored a bill last year that would 
increase oversight and make recommendations for reform. 
We cannot let one more child fall through the cracks. 

I also sponsored a bill to help keep motorists safe. Distracted 
driving is a big problem these days, with people using 
their phones not just for calls and texting, but GPS and 
other functions. That’s why I was proud to work with AAA 
Northern New England and especially proud to work with 
state and  local police to pass a law banning the use of 
handheld electronic devices while driving. This law has 
made our roads safer for everyone.     

With advocates from AAA Northern New England and officers from 
the Waterville Police Department handing out fliers about the new 
law I sponsored banning the use of handheld electronic devices while 
driving.



The high cost of health care strains and sometimes 
breaks many of our household budgets. This is true 
whether it’s the cost of prescription drugs, outrageous 
health insurance premiums or surprise medical bills. 
Enough is enough — my colleagues and I worked to 
change that. 

In 2019, we passed a prescription drug reform 
package to improve drug price transparency, 
hold corporate middlemen accountable, create a 
prescription drug affordability board, and allow 
for wholesale prescription drug importation from 
Canada. In recent months, we adopted a wholesale 
importation plan and sent it to the FDA for approval. 
We also passed a new law to hold drug manufacturers 
accountable for their role in the opioid epidemic. 
Maine is leading the way on prescription drug reform.                                                  

This year, we also passed several new laws aimed 
at protecting consumers from high medical bills. 
We clamped down on abusive billing practices and 
patient fees that nickel and dime families at every 
turn. 

Over the last two years, we worked to enshrine 
patient protections into state law, improve coverage 

for telehealth medicine, cap insulin costs, and 
eliminate the waiting period for children’s dental 
coverage. We also stepped up to fill gaps in rural 
health care by investing in rural hospitals, funding 
ambulance services and allowing EMTs to work in 
hospital settings. We made serious progress, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic proves that we can’t stop now.

With a great group of visitors from Windham Primary School, Rep. 
Patrick Corey, R-Windham, and Rep. Mark Bryant, D-Windham.

Supporting our hardworking 
business community
Throughout this pandemic, Maine businesses have gone 
above and beyond to keep people healthy and safe, whether 
it’s shifting to curbside pickup or to manufacturing 
personal protective equipment. Now these businesses and 
their workers need our support.

As this pandemic has highlighted, reliable, high- 
speed internet is essential for businesses, education 
and telehealth. This year, we worked with farmers 
and business leaders to expand internet access in 
underserved areas by passing a $15 million broadband 
bond and making it easier to apply for broadband grants. 

Part of sustaining our economy is training the next 
generation of workers. This year, we invested $1.6 million 
more for career and technical education, with an additional 
$2 million for equipment upgrades. This will help Mainers 
train for good-paying and in-demand jobs. 

We still need to do more. We have introduced measures 
to support Maine-based companies and goods whenever 
taxpayer dollars are spent, create good-paying jobs, 
support emerging industries and help Maine companies 
get back on their feet. We will continue work on these bills 
when we reconvene. 

As we look to reopen and rebuild, I’ll be here to make sure you, 
your family and our small businesses don’t get left behind.

Putting patients before profits

“Senator Bill Diamond joins the 
Baldwin Historical Society each 
Memorial Day to celebrate our 
veterans. His presentation is 
intermingled with anecdotes 
of veterans he has met, and he 
talks about the importance of 
honoring all who have served in 
times of combat and peace. While 
his words are humble and light in 
nature, many times I have seen a 
tear in his eyes.”

- Larry Lord, Baldwin

“Thank you, Senator Diamond, 
for all you do to help our state. 
We need more like you in 
Augusta.”

- Sally Babb, Windham
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Celebrating Maine’s 
Bicentennial

This year, 2020, is Maine’s 200th 
Birthday! I am proud to serve as 
the chair of the Maine Bicentennial 
Commission.

While most of our celebrations have 
been pushed back because of the 
pandemic, I look forward to events 
rescheduled for next year. 

I’m very excited that all the fabulous 
events we had planned for this year 
will be even bigger and better in 
2021.  Stay tuned, everyone!

Visit Maine200.org  
to learn more.

Awarding a 
grant from 
the Maine 
Bicentennial 
Commission 
to the 
Makers Guild 
of Maine. 
I’m proud 
to serve 
as Chair of 
the Maine 
Bicentennial 
Commission.

Introducing the specialty Bicentennial 
license plate with my colleague Sen. Kim 
Rosen, R-Bucksport.

Speaking at a press conference 
alongside Gov. Janet Mills  to 
introduce a commemorative coin.


