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Dear friends,

When I returned to Augusta in January, I had a

long list of goals — but instead I have had to learn

to live with the unexpected. I had read an article

in December about an obscure disease outbreak
somewhere in China but hadn’t focused on it. I had
never heard of COVID-19. How rapidly life changes.
For the past eight months COVID-19 has dominated
our world with its health, economic and social
consequences. It has slowed down a number of our
very important initiatives but rest assured it has not
derailed them. Our work isn’t over. It’s why I voted
twice to reconvene the Legislature so we could finish
delivering for you.

€6 it has beena great honor
to serve you and our state.”

In the face of this unprecedented challenge, we have
still made progress in Augusta. We have worked to:

* Mend our broken health care system — I have
sponsored several bills making it easier to use
telemedicine. I had no idea that it would be so
important. It helps us stay healthy while physically
distancing. We also passed laws to put patients
before profits, end many abusive billing practices,
and cap the out-of-pocket cost of some medicines.
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 Support Maine seniors — With many assisted-living
facilities and nursing homes running out of money,
we passed legislation increasing reimbursement
rates. Our seniors deserve good, comprehensive, and
compassionate care.

* Grow the Rainy-Day Fund to $258 million, a
historic high.

This is my last term in the Maine Senate. Term
limits prevent me from running for re-election.
It has been a great honor to serve you and our
state. The lofty grandeur of the State House and
all it stands for — a government of, by and for
the people — has become part of me. I appreciate
more than ever the truth in Winston Churchill’s
statement: “democracy is the worst form of
government there is... except for all the others.”

I can now tell you in detail about both the major
successes of our democracy here in Maine as well
as its shortcomings.

I will always remember the causes I fought for,

our successes and failures, and the new friends
both in and out of government who have made

this possible. Thank you for allowing me this truly
extraordinary opportunity and putting your trust
in me for the last eight years.
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Looking out for our elderly
neighbors and caretakers

Our seniors deserve comprehensive and compassionate
care. In January, we increased funding for Maine’s nursing
homes and residential care facilities. With the advent of
COVID-19 crisis we gave still more support to nursing
homes in the supplemental budget.

To support the dedicated people who care for these

folks, we increased reimbursement rates for direct care
workers. The long-term care commission released its
recommendations which will strengthen this critical part
of our workforce. We also worked on a bill to give Mainers
without a job-based retirement plan a convenient way to
save for their financial future. Many of these proposals
have been carried forward for further consideration when
it’s safe for us to reconvene.
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With Kimberly Boucher and Marwa Hassanien — two tremendous
women and leaders.

Investing in Maine’s future
and local businesses

Maine’s future rests on the shoulders of our young
people. It is our duty to provide them with the best quality
education possible. Investment in education at all levels
has been a top priority. We allocated an additional $37.2
million for public schools, $2.5 million for community
college workforce training, $1.6 million for career and
technical education, and $1.2 million for adult education
programs. I'm pleased with what we accomplished but
there is more to do.

Even without the pandemic, reliable, high-speed internet
has become essential for businesses, education and
telehealth. This year, we passed measures to expand
internet access in underserved areas, including a $15
million broadband bond.

When the Legislature reconvenes, we need to do still more.

We have to act on pending measures to promote Maine-
based companies and goods create good-paying jobs,
support emerging industries, and help Maine businesses
get back on their feet.
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Receiving the 2020 Public Policy Leadership Award from the Maine
Academy of Nutritionists and Dieticians.

Coming together to respond
to the COVID-19 pandemic

When we first became aware of COVID-19, the Legislature
unanimously passed bills to support a wide variety of
activities. We approved a responsible spending package

that prioritized funding for public health nursing, the Maine
CDC, and senior care. We grew the Rainy Day Fund to $258
million (a historic high), expanded unemployment benefits,
made sure students wouldn’t go hungry, prohibited utility
companies from cutting off service, and put $11 million into a
COVID-19 fund.

During my time in the Senate, I championed several
measures expanding access to telehealth services. Now, as
we navigate physical distancing amid a public health crisis,
access to these services is more vital than ever.

Since we adjourned in March, I've worked with countless
Mainers to get their unemployment benefits, access
critical resources, and solve problems. Their stories are
heartbreaking but this is what we are elected to do —

make the bureaucracy work for the people we represent.
I've pressed state and federal agencies to improve small
business programs, increase access to health care, provide
rental and housing relief, and support heritage industries.
Beginning in July, Legislative committees — including
Health and Human Services which I chair — started to meet
again and discuss both short and long term solutions.

Protecting our environment
and natural resources

In 2020, we built on our initiatives from the first session. We
expanded Maine’s energy independence and encouraged
training for Maine workers for jobs in the growing clean
energy industry. The state now has laws which strengthen
Maine’s Renewable Portfolio Standard and we convened

a commission of government, industry and other experts
analyzing energy storage technology. This will lower
emissions and increase the usefulness of renewable energy.
Alongside, the Maine Climate Council continued its work on
reducing carbon emissions, building resiliency in the face of
climate change, and reducing heating bills, especially for low-
income and rural Mainers.



“Over the past eight years, Maine patients
and providers alike have found a tireless
advocate in Senator Gratwick. His work

to expand access to telemedicine, reignin
harmful insurance company practices and
improve access to care for low-income
Mainers has greatly improved health care
for all of us in Maine.”

-Dr. Dan Cassidy, Bangor
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Enjoying a fascinating tour of Bath Iron Works with my Senate
Democratic colleagues.

Making sure working
families don’t get left behind

Working families are the cornerstones of our communities
and economy. The COVID-19 pandemic has hit them hard.
As we look to reopen and rebuild, it is essential that your
family and our small businesses don’t get left behind.

Last year, we fought to ensure Mainers are paid what
they’re worth by promoting equal pay for equal work,
preventing wage theft, increasing the minimum teacher
salary, and defending retirement benefits for first
responders. We reigned in predatory student lending
companies and questionable for-profit colleges — my
opinion is that they are often out to take advantage of
Mainers trying to advance their careers through higher
education. We also passed a first-in-the-nation earned
paid time off law which allows workers to care for family
or deal with emergencies and protects public health.

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, Augusta expanded
unemployment benefits. The Labor Committee met
multiple times with the Department during the summer
Unfortunately, the inherited shortcomings of our system,
inadequate staffing, and a Tsunami of applications has
left many struggling to access their benefits. This is still
a problem. Maine has done better than many states but
delay is unacceptable. We are working hard to fix our
system’s deficiencies so that it will be there for Mainers
during a public health or economic crisis.

Mending our broken health care system

Too often the high cost of medical care prevents us
from getting basic health care. We all know the causes
— the high cost of prescription drugs, outrageous health
insurance premiums, surprise medical bills, hospital
surcharges, it’s an endless list.

Enough is enough. In 2019, my colleagues and I took

on ‘Big Pharma’ and won. We passed an aggressive
prescription drug reform package which improves drug
price transparency, holds “middlemen” accountable,
creates an affordability board, and allows for the

wholesale importation of prescription drugs from Canada.
We are currently waiting for FDA approval for importation.

Over the last two years, we worked to make sure
insurance companies don’t stand in the way of care.
We incorporated patient protections into state law,
improved coverage of telehealth, and eliminated

the waiting period for children’s dental coverage. I
sponsored a new law to ensure patients don’t have

to jump through hoops with insurance companies to
access needed care and we clamped down on abusive
billing practices. Maine is leading the way nationally on
prescription drug reform with the passage of a new law
holding drug manufacturers accountable for their role

in the opioid epidemic.

We made significant progress but it isn’t enough. The
COVID-19 pandemic proves that we can’t stop now. At
its root our health care crisis is political - our political
institutions both here in Maine and nationally have
not had the will to take on an enormously powerful
medical/industrial complex. We must work toward a
system that puts patients before profits.
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Consulting with my colleagues, Sen. Ned Claxton of Auburn, a fellow
physician, and Sen. Marianne Moore of Calais.
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SURVEY: | want to hear from you!

1. What is your biggest concern in the wake of COVID-19?

[ Keeping your family safe and healthy

O Making sure you can pay your bills

O Supporting struggling small businesses

[ Addressing racial disparities in COVID-19 cases
[0 Reopening the state’s economy

O Protecting good-paying jobs

O Other (please specify):

2.What should Maine’s focus be as we restart our
economy?

O Providing direct relief to workers

O Keeping workers healthy and safe

O Providing direct relief to businesses

O Supporting Maine’s tourism industry
OInvesting in high-speed, reliable internet
O Other (please specify):

. COVID-19 has exposed key health care challenges in
Maine. What is the biggest challenge you face?

O High cost of prescription drugs
O High cost of health care coverage
[ Suprise medical bills and fees

O Lack of medical services in our area
O Other (please specify):

4. COVID-19 has also exposed where Maine still needs
work. What should be our biggest priority next year?

O Making sure more people can get health care

O Expanding high-speed, reliable internet
OInvesting in education, career tech and child care
OImproving access to affordable housing

O Protecting natural resources

O Other (please specify):

5. What grade would you give Maine’s COVID-19
response?

I appreciate your comments. Please feel free to contact
me anytime if I may ever be of assistance.

Name:
Address:
Email:

To fill out this survey online,
go to www.mainesenate.org/2020Survey




