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Fighting for Maine’s children has been my top 
priority since joining the Senate 8 years ago.

With my colleague Senator Cathy Breen and 
Women in Harmony, celebrating 100 years of 
women’s suffrage.

Speaking with the press about my bill to clear 
Section 21 and 29 disability wait lists.

Dear friends,

This year has been a whirlwind. In January, I returned to Augusta 
energized, ready to deliver for Maine families, workers, small 
businesses and communities. Like most people, I never expected 
to be faced with the deadly COVID-19 pandemic and its devastating 
consequences. 

Although the challenges we’re facing right now are unprecedented, the 
way we respond to them isn’t. In Maine, we solve problems by getting 
people around the table and working together. 

These new challenges make fighting for affordable health care, standing 
up for small businesses and supporting families more important than 
ever before. This year, we made progress on these critical issues:

• We put an end to abusive medical billing practices. 

• We invested in high-speed, reliable internet for businesses, 
students and families. 

• We grew our Rainy Day Fund to $258 million, reaching historic 
savings.

However, our work isn’t over. It’s why I voted twice to reconvene the 
Legislature so we could finish delivering for you. That’s why I’m still 
here, fighting for you. As we respond to this crisis, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at Rebecca.Millett@legislature.maine.gov or (207) 415-3770.

Sincerely,



Responding quickly to  
the COVID-19 pandemic
When Maine reported its first case of COVID-19, the 
Legislature unanimously passed laws to support Maine 
families, seniors, small businesses and public health. We 
approved a responsible spending package that prioritized 
public health nursing, Maine CDC and senior care while 
growing the Rainy Day Fund to $258 million, a historic high. 
We expanded unemployment benefits, made sure students 
wouldn’t go hungry, prohibited utility companies from 
terminating service, and put $11 million into a COVID-19 fund. 

Since we adjourned, I’ve worked with countless Mainers 
to solve problems, get unemployment benefits and access 
resources. The stories are heartbreaking, but this is what 
I was elected to do — fight for the people I represent. I’ve 
pressed state and federal agencies to improve small business 
programs, increase access to health care, provide rental and 
housing relief, and support heritage industries from farming to 
fishing. Legislative committees have continued to meet, getting 
leaders and experts together to come up with solutions.

With South Portland Mayor Katherine Lewis, Councilor April Caricchio, 
and Rep. Anne Carney at a hearing for my petroleum storage tank bill.

Standing together to fight 
racism and white supremacy
Across our communities, our state, our country and the world, 
protesters are saying loud and clear that institutional racism 
and police brutality must end. This wave of activism comes 
after the murder of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis 
police officers.

Maine has its own complicated and ugly history of racism 
and discrimination — from the eviction of Malaga Island to 
decades of a prominent Ku Klux Klan presence.  

There have been many moments like this in the past. The 
fight for equality is not yet over. We must stand resolute 
and proactively fight against the perpetuation of white 
supremacy and racism. 

Thankfully, we are taking steps to move the state forward. The 
Permanent Commission on the Status of Racial and Ethnic 
Populations in Maine has begun meeting to package current 
bills that would address systemic racism. 

Protecting our environment 
and natural resources
In 2020, the Legislature built on our successes from last year 
to expand Maine’s energy independence and encourage 
hiring and training Maine workers for jobs in the growing 
clean energy industry. We passed legislation to strengthen 
Maine’s Renewable Portfolio Standard, which I was proud to 
cosponsor. I also cosponsored and testified in favor of a bill 
to ban Styrofoam containers in Maine, and supported a bill to 
eliminate single-use plastic bags. This year, the Education and 
Cultural Affairs Committee, which I chair, voted in favor of a 
bill that sets a goal of getting our school bus fleet to zero carbon 
emissions by 2045.

A commission to study energy storage projects brought 
together government, industry and other experts to start 
charting a path for Maine to benefit from the power of energy 
storage. This year, we passed my bill to direct Maine DEP to 
find ways to best measure and control toxic emissions and 
odor from aboveground petroleum storage tanks, including 
those in South Portland. This will help to keep our air clean 
and protect the health of our neighbors.

It was always so wonderful welcoming LGBT rights icon Betsy Parsons 
to the State House. 

Investing in our children  
and the future of Maine
For the past few years, I have been proud to chair the 
Children’s Caucus, which includes lawmakers from both sides 
of the aisle who want to improve the lives of Maine children. 
In my eight years in the Senate, I have made education, 
childcare and the overall well-being of kids my top priority. 
Between the Education and Cultural Affairs Committee, which 
I also chair, and the Children’s Caucus, I’ve led efforts big and 
small to help our youth. From expanding opportunities for 
affordable higher education to ensuring clean drinking water 
in schools, I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished together.

Investments in our youth today will lead to a brighter future 
for all Mainers for years to come. We must support our 
children and young adults to the best of our ability. That’s why 
we made it a top priority to invest in education of all types in 
the supplemental budget. We allocated an additional $37.2 
million for public schools, $2.5 million for community college 
workforce training, $1.6 million for career and technical 
education, and $1.2 million for adult education programs. 
While I’m extremely proud of what we accomplished, there’s 
more work to do.



Too often the high cost of health care prevents 
hardworking Mainers from getting basic medical care. 
This is true whether it’s the cost of prescription drugs, 
outrageous health insurance premiums or surprise 
medical bills. Enough is enough — my colleagues and I 
worked to change that. 

In 2019, we took on “Big Pharma” and won, passing an 
aggressive prescription drug reform package. These new 
laws improve drug price transparency, hold corporate 
middlemen accountable, create an affordability board, 
and allow for wholesale prescription drug importation 
from Canada. In recent months, we adopted a wholesale 
importation plan and sent it to the FDA for approval. 
We also passed a new law to hold drug manufacturers 
accountable for their role in the opioid epidemic. Maine 
is leading the way on prescription drug reform. 

This year, I supported a suite of bills designed to put 
patients before profits. We clamped down on abusive 
billing practices and patient fees that nickel and dime 
families at every turn. 

Over the last two years, we worked to make sure 
insurance companies don’t stand in the way of care by 
enshrining patient protections into state law, improving 

coverage of telehealth medicine, and eliminating the 
waiting period for children’s dental coverage. We also 
stepped up to fill gaps in rural health care by investing 
in rural hospitals, funding ambulance services, allowing 
EMTs to work in hospital settings, and recognizing the 
care that physician assistants can provide. We made 
serious progress, but the COVID-19 pandemic proves 
that we can’t stop now.

Speaking at a press conference about the importance of clearing 
Section 21 and 29 wait lists for disability services.

Fixing our broken health care system

“We’ve been fortunate to have Senator 
Millett representing our community 
during her 8 years in the Senate. Whether 
it was protecting public health and our 
environment, or fighting for a better 
education for our kids, she was always on 
the front lines fighting for the issues that 
mattered most.”

- Roberta Zuckerman, South Portland

With Seth White of Cape Elizabeth, who was celebrating his 107th 
birthday! What an amazing life.

Supporting working families 
and small businesses
Working families and small businesses are the cornerstones 
of our communities and economy. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has hit them hard. As Maine rebuilds, we must make sure 
they don’t get left behind. 

Last year, we fought to ensure Mainers are paid what 
they’re worth, from promoting equal pay for equal work and 
preventing wage theft to increasing minimum teacher salary. 
We took action against predatory student loan companies 
and questionable for-profit colleges that take advantage of 
Mainers trying to advance their careers. We also passed 
a first-in-the-nation earned, paid time-off law, which I 
introduced, that protects public health and allows workers 
to care for themselves or loved ones when sick.

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit Maine, lawmakers 
expanded unemployment eligibility. Unfortunately, 
shortcomings in the system, inadequate staffing and other 
problems left many struggling to access benefits. Mainers 
deserve better. We must fix our broken unemployment 
system so it’s there for hardworking Mainers during a crisis. 

When the Legislature reconvenes, we need to do more. 
This year we introduced measures to promote Maine-based 
companies and goods whenever taxpayer dollars are spent, 
create good-paying jobs, support emerging industries and 
help Maine companies get back on their feet. These bills need 
our attention when we reconvene.
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SURVEY: I want to hear from you!
1.  What is your biggest concern in the wake of COVID-19?

 Keeping your family safe and healthy
Making sure you can pay your bills
Supporting struggling small businesses
Addressing racial disparities in COVID-19 cases
Reopening the state’s economy
Protecting good-paying jobs
Other (please specify):

                                                                                          

2.What should Maine’s focus be as we restart our 
economy?

 Providing direct relief to workers
 Keeping workers healthy and safe
 Providing direct relief to businesses
 Supporting Maine’s tourism industry
 Investing in high-speed, reliable internet
 Other (please specify):

                                                                                          

3.  COVID-19 has exposed key health care challenges in 
Maine. What is the biggest challenge you face?

 High cost of prescription drugs
 High cost of health care coverage
 Suprise medical bills and fees

 Lack of medical services in our area
 Other (please specify):

                                                                                          

4. COVID-19 has also exposed where Maine still needs 
work. What should be our biggest priority next year?

 Making sure more people can get health care
 Expanding high-speed, reliable internet
 Investing in education, career tech and child care
 Improving access to affordable housing
 Protecting natural resources
 Other (please specify):

                                                                                          

5. What grade would you give Maine’s COVID-19 
response?                                                                                 

I appreciate your comments. Please feel free to contact 
me anytime if I may ever be of assistance.

Name:                                                                                        

Address:                                                                                    

Email:                                                                                         

To fill out this survey online, 
go to www.mainesenate.org/2020Survey


