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Dear friends, 

When I joined my colleagues at the Augusta Civic Center 
to be officially sworn in as your State Senator, I didn’t 
quite know what to expect from my first year in office. 
All I knew was that Maine families, seniors, veterans 
and fellow small business owners were counting on 
their elected officials to lead them toward health and 
economic recovery, so I wasted no time getting to work. 

Maine people have a reputation for showing up on 
time, putting in the hard work and getting things done 
without much fanfare. They expect the same from their 
elected officials. They deserve a government that is 
there when they need it most, puts their priorities at the 
top of the agenda and delivers. 

It’s why I wanted to serve. I ran for office not to make a 
name for myself or get into partisan disagreements, but 
to get things done. This year, we did just that, beginning 
with a once-in-a-lifetime investment in Maine jobs, 
small businesses, the economy and our environment. 

Here are some of the highlights:

• Delivering on property tax relief. We expanded 
the Property Tax Fairness Credit, improved the 
Homestead Exemption Program, restored revenue 
sharing and so much more. This will help Mainers 
remain in their homes and a vibrant part of their 
communities.

• Sending hazard bonuses to working Mainers. This 
year, Maine lawmakers voted to provide a one-
time $300 hazard payment to eligible Mainers who 
worked throughout the pandemic. 

• Protecting the future of farming. I sponsored a new 
law to establish the Maine Healthy Soils Program, 
which will ensure farmers have resources at their 
disposal to maintain productive and fertile soil for 
generations to come.

We also grew the Rainy Day Fund to $492 million — a 
historic high. 

As chair of the Legislature’s Environment and Natural 
Resources Committee, I am also working hard to 
implement the “Maine Won’t Wait” climate action plan. 
Climate change threatens our health, economy and way 
of life.

As always, I’m grateful for the opportunity to represent 
you in the Senate. Please don’t ever hesitate to reach out 
with your questions, concerns, thoughts or feedback. 

Sincerely,

 I ran for office not to make 
a name for myself or get into 
partisan disagreements, but 
to get things done.”

“
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Supporting our heritage 
industries
Maine’s farmers and fishermen have formed the backbone 
of our economy for generations. This year, I sponsored a law 
to establish the Maine Healthy Soils Program, which will 
provide resources for farmers to maintain healthy, fertile 
soil for generations to come. We also passed a law to bolster 
our local farmers and reduce food insecurity by forming a 
partnership with local food banks and another to increase 
local foods in schools. To further support farmers and 
fishermen, we invested $20 million of federal funds in farms 
and food processors and $10 million in seafood facilities.

Lastly, recognizing the long-term impacts of the so-called 
forever chemicals on the health of Maine people, we passed 
a law to phase out the sale of products containing PFAS 
by 2030 and put $30 million toward supporting farms in 
cleaning up and mitigating this threat to public health. This 
will be essential to ensure the future of Maine’s farming 
industry.

I was happy  to join fellow legislators at the ribbon cutting for the 
Ecology School’s new River Bend Farm campus.

Investing in Maine kids  
and families
Investing in Maine kids and families is an investment 
in Maine’s future. But kids can’t learn when they’re 
hungry. It’s a sad truth that many children across Maine 
don’t know where their next meal will come from. That’s 
why Maine lawmakers passed a law to ensure that all 
students have access to free school meals, making Maine 
one of the first states in the nation to do so. We also put 
resources toward helping vulnerable students stay on 
track to graduate by passing a law to help those facing 
disruptions like homelessness, foster care or school 
relocations get their diploma. A high school diploma is key 
to helping young people begin their careers. 

Helping young Mainers identify pathways to good-paying 
jobs is also an easy way to set them up for success while 
growing our workforce. That’s why I voted to expand Jobs 
for Maine Graduates and career exploration programs 
that lead to apprenticeships, higher education options, 
and workforce development. Maine lawmakers also 
invested in state colleges and universities to prevent 
tuition increases, which will make sure more Mainers 
have access to quality education and training.

Addressing climate change
Climate change is a very real threat to our state and way of 
life. As chair of the Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee, it is a top priority of mine to continue working 
to mitigate its impact on Maine. We passed new laws to 
help everyday Mainers afford energy efficiency upgrades 
and to encourage businesses to undertake these projects 
as well. Not only does this conserve our resources, but 
these efficiency upgrades save Mainers money. We also 
took steps to expand Maine’s use of wind energy while 
respecting the rights and needs of Maine fishermen. 
Shifting our energy sources to renewable ones will be 
key in the years to come as we continue to address and 
mitigate climate change. 

Delivering for small businesses 
I know that our local small businesses are the 
cornerstones of our communities and economy. After a 
tough year, my colleagues and I worked hard to make 
it easier for businesses to recover, grow and thrive. 
We passed laws to support Maine’s restaurant industry, 
opened up new economic recovery grants for businesses 
still struggling to rebound and ensured businesses won’t 
be penalized for an increase in unemployment because 
of the pandemic. Lawmakers also created a new program 
to help lower the health insurance costs for small 
businesses.

While much of our work looked to help our economy 
recover, lawmakers also made vital investments in its 
future. This session, we invested in programs to address 
long-standing workforce shortages, which will help Maine 
workers find good-paying careers, and help businesses find 
qualified workers. We also worked to help new businesses 
open their doors and expand by creating a grant program, 
offering technical assistance and cutting red tape. 

I have developed a strong working relationship with my Senate 
colleague, Sen. Rick Bennett, R-Oxford. I was glad to join him and his 
wife, Karen, for a visit outside of the State House last spring.



Hardworking Maine families and seniors have raised 
the alarm about skyrocketing property taxes all across 
the state. It’s why I have made it my mission to deliver 
meaningful relief. Here’s what we did this year:

• Funded education at 55%: For the first time since 
voters mandated the state pay 55% of public education 
costs, the state has fulfilled its obligation to students, 
teachers and taxpayers. This historic funding will help 
schools as they work to get our kids back on track and 
shift costs away from property taxpayers.

• Restored revenue sharing by 2023: We laid out a plan 
to fully restore revenue sharing by 2023. This influx 
in funds reduces the amount property taxpayers have 
to pay for essential municipal services, such as paying 
our first responders, maintaining our parks and public 
spaces and plowing.

• Boosted the Homestead Exemption Program: We 
agreed to fully reimburse municipalities for the 
Homestead Exemption Program. This program allows 
residents to deduct $25,000 off the value of their home 
before calculating their property tax bill. To benefit, 
Mainers must file an application with their local tax 
assessor by April 1.

• Expanded the Property Tax Fairness Credit 
to cover 95,000 Mainers: We also temporarily 
increased the Property Tax Fairness Credit, boosting 
the maximum benefit from $750 to $1,000 for 
eligible working families and $1,200 to $1,500 for 
seniors. We also permanently expanded eligibility so 
it will cover an estimated 95,000 Mainers. Eligible 
Mainers can access this benefit when they file their 
state income taxes.

It was an honor to give the nondenominational prayer on July 19 
before we began our legislative session.

Fighting for health care
As a nurse-midwife, I have seen the issues in our health care 
system first hand. It’s why I’m glad to be a member of the 
Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services Committee, 
where I can work on legislation every day that aims to address 
the root of these problems. This year, we began by passing the 
COVID-19 Patient Bill of Rights, requiring all state-regulated 
health care plans to cover the cost of testing, screening 
and vaccination. This was vital to our health and economic 
recovery. We didn’t stop there. 

We created the Office of Affordable Health Care to rein in 
health care spending and took on Big Pharma to improve 
drug price transparency. We also created an emergency 
insulin program and increased access to HIV prevention 
medication. These reforms will save lives.

My colleagues and I also worked to ensure that health care 
coverage plans actually cover the needs of Maine people. We 
expanded access to preventive dental care, and I sponsored 
a bill to ensure that care provided by certified midwives will 
be covered by insurers. New and expecting mothers should be 
able to receive care from their preferred provider. At the same 
time, we defeated proposals to allow junk insurance plans to be 
sold to Mainers and to undermine reproductive rights. We also 
passed a law to ensure Mainers can continue to access tele-
health. This is a vital option for care that must continue. 

I’m going to keep fighting to make quality health care 
affordable and accessible for all Mainers.

Delivering for Maine taxpayers

“I struggled to receive unemployment 
benefits when I couldn’t work because 
of COVID-19. Sen. Brenner was so kind 
when I reached out, and she was able 
to put me in touch with the Department 
the very next day. I’m extremely 
grateful for her help.

-Michelle Cote, Bar Mills

I was glad to celebrate the signing of my bill to create the Maine Healthy 
Soils Program alongside Gov. Mills and others. The law will ensure farmers 
have the necessary resources to maintain productive and healthy soil. 
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SURVEY: Your voice matters!
Please take a moment to fill out this survey!

1.  What is the biggest challenge facing you and your 
family?

■ Health care & prescription drug costs
■ Finding quality affordable child care
■ Rising property taxes
■ Shortage of affordable housing
■ Cost of workforce training & higher education
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          
                                                                                           

2.  What is the best way to improve our economy?

■ Keeping Mainers safe and healthy
■ Supporting small businesses
■ Addressing workforce shortages
■ Investing in heritage industries
■ Embracing new economic opportunities
■ Other (please specify): 
                                                                                          

3.  What is the biggest health care challenge your 
family is facing? 

■ High cost of prescription drugs
■ High cost of health care coverage

■ Surprise medical bills & fees
■ Lack of medical services in our area
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          

4.   What should the Legislature’s biggest priority be 
next year? 
■ Making sure people can get health care
■ Expanding access to high-speed internet
■ Investing in education, career tech & child care
■ Improving access to affordable housing
■ Lowering energy costs & protecting natural 
resources
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          

5.  What bills would you like to see brought before the 
Legislature next year?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

Thank you for sharing your comments!
Name:                                                                                         
Address:                                                                                         
Email:                                                                                         

To complete this survey online, go to
www.mainesenate.org/2021Survey
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