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Senator
CATHY BREEN
DISTRICT 25
Proudly representing Chebeague Island, Cumberland, Falmouth,
Gray, Long Island, Yarmouth and part of Westbrook

Dear Friend,

When my colleagues and I gathered at the Augusta 
Civic Center last December to swear our oath of office, 
I didn’t quite know what to expect. Maine people have 
a reputation for showing up on time, working hard and 
getting things done without much fanfare. They expect 
the same from their government. Like you, I resolved 
to adapt to the changes brought on by COVID-19, roll up 
my sleeves and get to work.

As Chair of the Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
Committee, I knew this would be a busy session. 
Coming out of a financial crisis and having a 
supplemental and biennial budget on the horizon, as 
well as a bill to direct once-in-a-lifetime federal funds, 
legislators from both parties came prepared to meet the 
challenge. Thankfully, the economic outlook improved, 
and we were able to invest in Maine people and 
businesses, mend our safety net and save for the future. 
Here are some of the highlights from this year: 

• Fully funding public education at 55%. This marks 
the first time the state has met the 55% threshold 
demanded by Maine voters. Schools will now have 
the resources they need while shifting more costs 
away from property taxpayers. 

• Delivering on property tax relief. Maine lawmakers 
expanded the Property Tax Fairness Credit, 
increased reimbursement to municipalities for 
the Homestead Exemption Program, restored 
Municipal Revenue Sharing and so much more. 
This will help Mainers remain in their homes and 
in their communities.

• Sending hazard bonuses for working Mainers. 
Maine lawmakers voted to provide a one-time $300 
hazard payment to more than 500,000 eligible 
Mainers who worked throughout the pandemic. 
Checks will arrive in December.

Finally, we also set funds aside for future 
emergencies, growing the Rainy Day Fund to $492 
million — a historic high. 

One silver lining from this year is that more Mainers 
were able to participate in the legislative process than 
ever before. Folks could watch public hearings and 
work sessions live on YouTube — they could even 
testify remotely by phone or by Zoom. It’s something I 
hope continues well into the future. 

I’m grateful for the opportunity to represent you in the 
Maine Senate. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with 
your questions, concerns or feedback. It helps inform 
my work in Augusta. After all, I work for you.

Sincerely,

 I resolved to adapt to the 
changes brought on by COVID-19, 
roll up my sleeves and get to work.”
“
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Protecting our environment  
This year’s biennial budget includes $40 million for the 
Land for Maine’s Future (LMF) program. Funding LMF has 
been a top priority of mine for many years. This program, 
which enjoys broad bipartisan support, will help us conserve 
lands for recreational and commercial use and support our 
heritage industries and tourism economy for years to come. 

Funding LMF was a chief recommendation of the Land 
Conservation Task Force, of which I was a proud member. Its 
return on investment has increased substantially thanks to 
recent changes at the national level, which will allow Maine 
to leverage local and federal dollars. In short, the time was 
right to act, and I am pleased that we provided this much-
needed funding in the budget.

Maine’s network of public lands has been so important 
during the past year in keeping Mainers healthy — mentally 
and physically. Funding LMF, along with the $50 million in 
federal funds we allocated to our beautiful state parks, will 
preserve and protect more of our natural environment and 
make sure that we can pass on our favorite places to hike, 
fish, hunt or snowmobile to the next generation.

This event at Ocean View in Falmouth featuring Dr. Nirav Shah 
celebrated the positive effects of Maine’s high rate of vaccination. We 
need to keep looking out for each other to keep COVID-19 in check.

Helping out small businesses
Small businesses are the cornerstones of our economy. 
This year, my colleagues and I helped businesses recover 
and thrive. We passed laws to support Maine’s restaurant 
industry, opened up new economic recovery grants 
for businesses still struggling to rebound and ensured 
businesses won’t be penalized for increased unemployment 
caused by the pandemic. And we created a new program to 
help lower the health insurance costs for small businesses.

Lawmakers also made investments in the future of our 
economy beginning with high-speed, reliable internet. We 
invested in programs to address workforce shortages and 
help businesses find qualified workers. And we helped new 
businesses open and expand by creating a grant program to 
offer technical assistance and cut red tape.

Investing in Maine families
Investing in Maine kids and families is an investment 
in Maine’s future. But kids can’t learn when they’re 
hungry. It’s a sad truth that many children across Maine 
don’t know where their next meal will come from. That’s 
why Maine lawmakers passed a law to ensure that all 
students have access to free school meals, making Maine 
one of the first states in the nation to do so.

We also put resources toward helping vulnerable students 
stay on track to graduate by passing a law to help students 
facing disruptions like homelessness, foster care or school 
relocations get their diploma. A high school diploma is 
critical to young people as they begin their careers.

Helping young Mainers find pathways to good-paying jobs 
is an easy way to set them up for success while growing 
our workforce. That’s why we invested in Jobs for Maine 
Graduates, career exploration and career and technical 
education programs that lead to great jobs or higher 
education. Lawmakers also invested in the University of 
Maine and Community College Systems to stabilize costs 
for students and increase access to college.

Ending period poverty
Period poverty, or the lack of access to feminine hygiene 
products due to financial constraints, is a persistent 
problem that we don’t hear much about. Studies show that 
more than four in five teenagers have either missed time 
in school or know someone who has because they could 
not access these products. This year, we took concrete 
steps to help put an end to this problem. 

My bill to provide protection from liability for donors of 
menstrual products became law. This way, they can give 
these products to schools and other nonprofits without 
placing themselves at risk. Additionally, we included 
language in the budget to finally exempt menstrual 
products from sales tax, which will go a long way toward 
making period poverty a thing of the past in Maine.

Speaking with fifth graders at Greely Middle School about the legislative 
session was one of the highlights of my year. These students did an 
amazing job under difficult circumstances, and I am proud of them!



Hardworking Maine families and seniors have raised 
the alarm about skyrocketing property taxes all across 
the state. Here’s what we did in response this year:

• Funded education at 55%: For the first time since 
voters mandated the state pay 55% of public 
education costs, the state has fulfilled its obligation 
to students, teachers and taxpayers. This historic 
funding will help schools get what they need to get 
our kids back on track and shift costs away from 
property taxpayers.

• Restored revenue sharing by 2023: We laid out 
a plan to fully restore revenue sharing by 2023. 
This influx in funds reduces the burden property 
taxpayers have to pay for essential municipal 
services, such as paying our first responders, 
maintaining our public spaces and plowing.

• Boosted the Homestead Exemption Program: We 
agreed to fully reimburse municipalities for the 
Homestead Exemption Program, which allows 
residents to deduct $25,000 off the value of their 
home before calculating their property tax bill. To 
benefit, Mainers must file an application with their 
local tax assessor by April 1.

• Expanded the Property Tax Fairness Credit to 
cover 95,000 Mainers: We temporarily increased 
the Property Tax Fairness Credit, boosting the 
maximum benefit from $750 to $1,000 for eligible 
working families and $1,250 to $1,500 for seniors. 
We also permanently expanded eligibility to cover 
an estimated 95,000 Mainers. Eligible Mainers 
can access this benefit when they file their income 
taxes.

Appropriations Committee members and leaders from both 
parties put Mainers’ needs before politics when crafting the 
biennial budget. Watching Gov. Mills sign it was deeply gratifying.

Fighting for health care
In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, we began this year 
with the COVID-19 Patient Bill of Rights, requiring all state-
regulated health care plans to cover the cost of testing, 
screening and vaccination. This was vital to our health and 
economic recovery. However, our fight to lower health care 
costs didn’t stop there.

My bill to create an insulin safety net program, which 
creates an emergency 30-day supply of insulin available 
to eligible Mainers at any pharmacy for less than $35, 
became law. The program will be funded by insulin 
manufacturers by requiring them to register with the state. 
This law will provide peace of mind for folks with diabetes.

We also created the Office of Affordable Health Care to rein in 
health care spending and took on Big Pharma to  improve drug 
price transparency. We increased access to HIV prevention 
medication and defeated threats to women’s access to 
reproductive health care. These reforms will save lives.

My colleagues and I also worked to ensure that health care 
coverage plans actually cover the needs of Maine people. 
We expanded access to preventive dental care and made 
sure that new and expecting mothers have access to vital 
care to ensure the health and safety of themselves and 
their children. At the same time, we defeated proposals to 
allow junk insurance plans to be sold to Mainers. I’m going 
to keep fighting to make quality health care affordable and 
accessible for all Mainers.

Delivering for Maine Taxpayers

“It is very reassuring to know 
that there are still places where 
one can reach out for assistance.  
Thanks for your help and 
compassion during COVID-19!”

- Dana Dresser, Falmouth

It was so nice to get back to the Blueberry Festival in Gray this year 
and reconnect with friends like Ted McDonald. The pie was amazing!
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SURVEY: Your voice matters!
Please take a moment to fill out this survey!

1.  What is the biggest challenge facing you and your 
family?

■ Health care & prescription drug costs
■ Finding quality affordable child care
■ Rising property taxes
■ Shortage of affordable housing
■ Cost of workforce training & higher education
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          
                                                                                           

2.  What is the best way to improve our economy?

■ Keeping Mainers safe and healthy
■ Supporting small businesses
■ Addressing workforce shortages
■ Investing in heritage industries
■ Embracing new economic opportunities
■ Other (please specify): 
                                                                                          

3.  What is the biggest health care challenge your 
family is facing? 

■ High cost of prescription drugs
■ High cost of health care coverage

■ Surprise medical bills & fees
■ Lack of medical services in our area
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          

4.   What should the Legislature’s biggest priority be 
next year? 
■ Making sure people can get health care
■ Expanding access to high-speed internet
■ Investing in education, career tech & child care
■ Improving access to affordable housing
■ Lowering energy costs & protecting natural 
resources
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          

5.  What bills would you like to see brought before the 
Legislature next year?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

Thank you for sharing your comments!
Name:                                                                                         
Address:                                                                                         
Email:                                                                                         

To complete this survey online, go to
www.mainesenate.org/2021Survey
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