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CONTACT BEN:
MAIL
3 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333

PHONE 
Office: (207) 287-1515
Home: (207) 318-4961

Dear Neighbor,

Representing constituents like you in the Maine 
Legislature is a profound honor and responsibility 
— one that I take very seriously. It’s why I make it a 
priority to go out into our community and listen to 
what our neighbors actually have to say. I believe 
Maine people should set the agenda in Augusta, not 
lobbyists or special interests. So I take what I hear 
from our community about everyday challenges and 
concerns for the future, roll up my sleeves and get to 
work.

This session, I was proud to introduce and support 
new laws that prioritize tax relief for working 
families and older Mainers, combat outrageous 
energy prices and invest in our workforce and 
economy. But more importantly, I worked hard to 
protect your wallet:

• We sent $850 inflation relief checks to more than 
800,000 Mainers.

• We provided electric rate relief for businesses 
with high energy burdens.

• We partnered with the Attorney General to 
investigate price gouging from big oil.

• We passed income tax breaks for retired Maine 
residents.

• We passed my bill to boost production of 
affordable housing units.

• We fought for tax credits to help more than 
100,000 hardworking families.

These are just the highlights. At the same time, 
the state’s Rainy Day Fund remains at a historic 
high. We even created a new Education Rainy Day 
Fund to make sure we set money aside to keep our 
promises to communities and schools. 

I’m really proud of all the work we were able to 
accomplish this year, but I know there is more to be 
done. Please continue to reach out with your ideas 
so we can work to make Maine a better state to live, 
work, start a business, raise a family and retire. After 
all, I work for you.

Sincerely,

EMAIL
Ben.Chipman@legislature.maine.gov
www.mainesenate.org

Senator
BEN CHIPMAN
DISTRICT 27
Proudly representing part of Portland, including the Peninsula, 
Oakdale, USM, Back Cove, East Deering, Peaks Island, Cliff Island 
and Great Diamond Island.

 I believe Maine people should 
set the agenda in Augusta, not  
lobbyists or special interests.”
“



Protecting our environment
Maine’s natural resources are essential to our state’s 
prosperity. That’s why we worked hard to protect our 
environment and face threats head on.

Maine farmers are experiencing significant 
environmental threats. To combat PFAS contamination, 
we provided funding to clean up and mitigate threats 
posed by these chemicals. We also created a fund that 
will support new research, removal, and efforts to 
monitor health. It will also provide compensation to 
relocate farms when remediation is not possible. To 
combat the impacts of extreme weather, we created a 
grant program to help farmers affected by drought and 
improve access to irrigation.

This year, we worked to protect Mainers living along the 
coast and improve access to flood insurance in the wake 
of rising sea levels. We also made it clear that Maine’s 
landfills shouldn’t be the dumping ground for out-of-state 
trash, by closing loopholes in state law. While there is still 
much work to be done, we’ve made significant progress 
this year toward ensuring a cleaner, healthier future for 
our state.

Speaking at a press conference in Portland.

Delivering on health care
Access to quality, affordable health care is vital to our 
freedom as Mainers. This year, we continued our fight to 
rein in the cost of prescription drugs.

I supported measures to ensure patients get the full 
value of their insurance premiums on prescription 
drugs, ensure Mainers with chronic conditions can 
get an emergency supply of medication in a pinch, and 
ensure patients can get the prescription contraception 
that is right for them without having to jump through 
hoops.

We also passed a law to study how adopting international 
reference pricing could help Mainers get more value from 
their coverage, instead of getting ripped off.

Investing in Maine’s future
Investing in education is vital to building stronger states, 
communities and economies. In 2021, lawmakers met the 
55 percent threshold for K-12 education for the first time 
in Maine’s history. This session, we made investments in 
students, teachers and schools a top priority by establishing 
the Education Rainy Day Fund. This fund will ensure the 
Legislature is able to keep this promise in the future.

At the same time, we continued funding for free school 
meals, the Jobs for Maine Graduates (JMG) program and 
equipment for career and technical education programs. 
These initiatives will ensure Maine students are able to 
learn and acquire the skills to fill good-paying positions 
that are badly needed across the state. 

For students pursuing certificate and higher-education 
programs, we provided funding for up to two years of 
free community college for all Maine students graduating 
high school between 2020 and 2023. We also set funds 
aside to freeze in-state tuition across the UMaine System so 
residents pursuing a four-year degree can complete their 
program and enter the workforce. 

Standing up for reproductive 
rights and abortion access
The Supreme Court decision to overturn Roe v. Wade 
has put the health and well being of women all over this 
country at risk. In Maine, we have worked to protect the 
right to reproductive freedom, and ensure that individuals 
are the ones making decisions about when and how they 
start a family, not politicians. 

Just last year, my Democratic colleagues and I rejected 
harmful measures like those we’ve seen in other 
parts of the country that would have limited access to 
reproductive care. Today, abortion remains legal in Maine 
because of the work we’ve done. I’m proud and thankful 
for this fact, but I know that could change. We need to 
ensure our state leaders stand for reproductive freedom 
and will vow to protect it going forward. 

Testifying in committee is one of the many ways I make my 
constituents’ voices heard in Augusta.



One of my top priorities is addressing our affordable 
housing crisis. This session we passed legislation 
to allow Mainers to build more housing and 
funded emergency housing relief for people facing 
homelessness. We also extended the Historic Property 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit, which protects the character 
of downtowns while expanding housing options.

My bill, LD 484, was passed into law that will require 
the Maine State Housing Authority to use 25 percent 
of the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund to 
create new housing units, through new construction 
or adaptive reuse, that are affordable to low-income 
households.

To help Mainers afford to stay in their homes, we 
permanently expanded the property tax fairness credit 
for people who rent or own. The maximum benefit is 
now $1,000 each year for eligible Mainers under 65 and 
$1,500 for those over 65.

I was also proud to support and help pass LD 2003. 
This new law will allow Maine property owners to build 
accessory dwelling units in residential areas and allow 
up to two units on a lot zoned for single-family housing. 
This will increase the availability of affordable homes 
in Maine and enable everyone to participate in local 
solutions to the housing crisis.

This session, we prioritized property tax relief for 
veterans by expanding the Veterans’ Property Tax 
Exemption program. We also doubled the amount of 
property tax relief permanently disabled veterans can 
receive.

As Chair of the Legislature’s Committee on Taxation, 
I worked hard to pass new laws that encourage 
renovating Maine’s housing stock and empower 
municipalities to improve affordable housing options.

With advocates from Speak About It in the Senate Chamber. This
group focuses on educating people about harassment and consent.

Fighting for working families
Working families haven’t had it easy. It’s why I worked hard 
to pass laws that will help parents, caretakers and kids 
get what they need to put down roots and thrive. To help 
couples who are trying to start a family, we passed a new law 
that requires state-regulated health insurance plans to cover 
fertility care. To help parents of young kids, we passed a new 
law that will help more Mainers receive quality postpartum 
care, and we expanded the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program to ensure an additional 40,000 Maine kids can get 
the care they need. We also invested in the children’s oral 
health program, which will give kids a healthy start.

To help working parents, we gave a boost to child care 
providers, helping them recruit and retain skilled workers, 
keeping their doors open and preparing Maine children for 
kindergarten. At the same time, we permanently increased 
the earned income tax credit to help 100,000 families 
respond to rising costs, and we permanently expanded the 
property tax fairness credit which provides eligible folks 
with property tax or rental relief.

Too many families struggle to find affordable housing, 
whether that’s searching for their forever home or 
grappling with rising rent prices. It’s why we passed a 
historic law that takes an affirmative approach to help 
towns and cities expand their housing options. We 
also extended the Historic Property Rehabilitation Tax 
Credit, which protects the character of downtown while 
expanding housing options.

Increasing access to affordable housing

“I have known Ben for 20 years. 
He is smart, hardworking, 
and has a great heart. His 
earnestness and dedication 
are unmatched.”

- Karen Geraghty, West End resident  
and former City Councilor

With Governor Janet Mills and Judge Rick E. Lawrence of Portland 
after his unanimous confirmation in the Senate as the first black justice 
to the Maine Supreme Judicial Court.



Ben Chipman 
State Senator
3 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333

(207) 287-1515

Ben.Chipman@legislature.maine.gov

2022 Legislative Update

Working for Portland

Your voice matters. Send me your feedback!
Hearing from constituents, like you, is vital to my 
work in Augusta. Please fill out the survey below 
(or just send me your thoughts) to help shape next 
year’s legislative agenda!

1.  What is the biggest challenge facing you and your 
family?

■ High energy costs, including electricity and gas
■ Access to health care and affordable medication
■ Rising rents, mortgages and property taxes
■ Lack of good-paying jobs
■ Finding quality, affordable child care
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          
                                                                                           

2.  What is the biggest threat to our economy?

■ Widespread workforce shortages
■ Lack of reliable, high-speed internet
■ Extreme weather conditions/climate change
■ Attacks on our heritage industries
■ Rising costs and lack of supports for families
■ Other (please specify): 
                                                                                          

3.  How can we build a stronger Maine?

■ Improve access to affordable health care
■ Invest in training, education and child care
■ Grow Maine’s energy independence
■ Make housing more affordable
■ Protect our natural resources
■ Create and support good-paying jobs
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          

4.   What bills would you like to see brought before the 
Legislature next year?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

5.  How can I better represent you and your family in 
Augusta?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

Thank you for your comments and feedback! 

Name:                                                                                         
Address:                                                                                         
Email:                                                                                         

To complete this survey online, go to
www.mainesenate.org/2022Survey
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