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Dear Friend,

When I first decided to run for the Maine Senate, 
I committed myself to decency and civility in 
Augusta in order to get things done for our 
community. After serving Auburn families for 40 
years as a physician, I wanted to contribute in 
new ways, bringing my real world experience and 
perspective to the State House. Four years later, 
as I reflect on my service as your state senator, 
I’m proud of what we were able to accomplish 
by working across the aisle and keeping an open 
mind. 

This session, in the face of inflation and rising 
costs, I proudly supported new laws that prioritize 
tax relief for working families and older Mainers, 
combat outrageous energy prices and invest in 
our workforce and economy. Most importantly, I 
worked hard to protect your wallet: 

• We sent over 800,000 hardworking Mainers 
$850 inflation relief checks.

• We provided electric rate relief for businesses 
with high energy burdens.

• We passed income tax breaks for retired Maine 
residents.

• We delivered property tax relief for all Mainers, 
including working families, veterans and older 
Mainers.

These are just the highlights. At the same time, 
the state’s Rainy Day Fund remains at an historic 
high of nearly $900 million. We even created a 
new Education Rainy Day Fund to make sure we set 
money aside to keep our promises to communities 
and schools. 

As many of you know, I’m retiring from the Maine 
Senate in December at the end of this term, but 
I’ll still be there to lend a helping hand in our 
community. 

I will always be grateful for the trust you have 
placed in me to represent your interests in Augusta. 
In the meantime, please continue to reach out with 
your questions, concerns and ideas for the future.

Sincerely,

 When I first decided to run for the 
Maine Senate, I committed myself to  
decency and civility in Augusta in order 
to get things done for our community.”

“
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Fighting for Maine families
Working families haven’t had it easy. It’s why I worked 
hard to help pass laws that will help parents, caretakers 
and kids regain stable footing, put down roots, and thrive. 
To help couples who are trying to start a family, we passed 
a law that requires state-regulated health insurance plans 
to cover fertility care. To help parents of young kids, we 
passed a law that will help more Mainers receive quality 
postpartum care, and we expanded the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program to ensure an additional 40,000 
Maine kids can get the care they need. We also invested 
in the children’s oral health program, which will give kids 
a healthy start.

I was so pleased to host the CMCC Women’s Basketball Team in the 
Senate. They won the national championship in their division for the 
third time in five years! 

Supporting Maine veterans
When the Legislature created the Maine Veterans’ Homes 
(MVH) in 1973, we made a promise to care for veterans and 
military spouses. So when we learned about plans to close the 
two most rural veterans’ homes in the state, we immediately 
took action. We passed a law that provides funding for the 
facilities, prevents any veterans’ home from closing without 
legislative approval and creates a stakeholder group to prevent 
this type of situation in the future. MVH provides first-class 
care to all the veterans and military spouses who call these 
facilities home. This law will ensure it stays that way.

This session, we also prioritized property tax relief for 
veterans to help these brave men and women afford to 
remain in their homes. We expanded the Veterans’ Property 
Tax Exemption program to include those who served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces between Feb. 1, 1955 and Feb. 27, 1961. We 
also doubled the amount of tax relief permanently disabled 
veterans can receive.

Training the next generation 
of workers
Investing in education is vital to building stronger communities 
and economies.  In 2021, lawmakers met the 55% threshold for 
K-12 education for the first time in Maine’s history. This year, 
we made our students, teachers and schools a top priority by 
establishing the Education Rainy Day Fund. The new fund will 
ensure the Legislature is able to keep this promise in the future.

At the same time, we continued funding for free school meals, 
the Jobs for Maine’s Graduates (JMG) program and equipment 
for career and technical education programs. These initiatives 
will ensure Maine students are able to learn and acquire 
the skills to fill good-paying positions that are badly needed 
across the state. 

For students pursuing certificate and higher-education 
programs, we provided funding for up to two years of free 
community college for all Maine students graduating high 
school between 2020-2023. We also set funds aside to freeze 
in-state tuition across the UMaine System so residents 
pursuing a four-year degree can complete their program and 
enter the workforce. 

Delivering for older Mainers
Older Mainers are a vital part of our communities and 
economy. The truth is, Mainers often work well into their 
later years, and their contributions to the state continue long 
after they reach retirement. This session, my colleagues and 
I listened to the concerns we heard from older residents 
and took action. To start, I supported critical tax breaks for 
retirees. I voted to increase the annual income tax pension 
deduction from $10,000 to $25,000 for all retired Mainers. 
This will increase each year by $5,000 until the deduction 
reaches $35,000. We also increased the cost-of-living 
adjustment for retired state workers relying on a pension. 

For those in need of more support, I successfully sponsored a 
bill to fund Meals on Wheels programs around the state — a 
crucial lifeline for homebound residents. These programs 
not only get meals to seniors; they also provide opportunities 
for wellness checks. The programs have been more important 
than ever over the last few years and deserve strong support. 

As chair of the Health and Human Services Committee, I 
also supported investments in nursing homes, residential 
care facilities and other providers so those in need of 
long term care can get the care they need close to home. 
This includes increasing rates for direct-care workers who 
provide quality, compassionate care to Mainers in long-term 
care, and reducing the waitlist for older Mainers waiting to 
receive in-home services to assist with day-to-day tasks.

I had a great time with Rep. Jess Fay at last year’s Poland Heritage 
Days celebration. We celebrated Poland Spring’s 175th anniversary. 



Since January, energy prices from electricity to oil 
have risen dramatically in Maine and around the 
world. These out-of-control prices, driven by the 
price of natural gas and the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, have made it harder for working families, 
older folks and small businesses to get by. It’s why 
my colleagues and I prioritized energy relief this 
year. 

To start, I voted to send inflation relief checks of 
$850 to more than 800,000 Mainers to help folks 
with rising costs. Eligible Maine residents include 
single-filers earning under $100,000, heads-of-
household earning up to $150,000 and joint-filers 
earning up to $200,000. Folks must file the 1040ME 
form by Oct. 31 to receive a check.

To help small businesses with high energy burdens, 
I supported a new law that creates a tiered credit 
worth up to $3,000 for eligible small businesses. 
This credit will help locally owned grocery stores, 
convenience stores and dairy farms. To help Mainers 
heat their homes, I voted to improve existing heating 
assistance programs by slashing bureaucratic red 
tape and making it easier for folks to apply. 

The Legislature also took steps to permanently 
rein in prices by passing laws to bring greater 
accountability and consumer input to the electric 
rate setting process, and look at new ways to 
provide relief. Maine consumers deserve a seat at 
the table when it comes to rate-setting. Finally, I 
supported a new law that will hold utility companies 
accountable for failing to prioritize customers. 

I gathered with Gov. Janet Mills and fellow legislators to celebrate 
a bill I sponsored to help support hardworking Maine families as it 
was signed into law.

Reining in health care costs
As a physician, I know that access to quality, affordable health 
care is vital to our quality of life. For years, however, I saw  
my patients struggle to afford the care and medications they 
needed. It’s why I’m proud of the work we’ve done to lower 
costs and improve access to care throughout my time in 
Augusta. 

After seeing the struggles Mainers faced with our health care 
system firsthand, I brought my experience to Augusta and took 
action. Over the years I served, we passed laws to increase 
transparency in drug pricing, hold corporate middlemen 
accountable, and clamp down on surprise medical bills. 

We also established the Office of Affordable Health Care, and 
passed an emergency insulin supply program, so no one dies 
because they couldn’t afford their insulin that month. 

This year, we built on those efforts. I supported measures to 
ensure patients get the full value of their insurance premiums 
on prescription drugs, Mainers with chronic conditions can 
get an emergency supply of medication in a pinch, and patients 
can get the prescription contraception that is right for them 
without having to jump through hoops. I also sponsored a new 
law to study how adopting international reference pricing 
could save Mainers money. There’s no good reason why we 
pay much higher prices for the same medications than our 
neighbors in Canada. 

I know the work is far from over, but I’m confident that we’ve 
made a difference in the lives of Maine people. 

Combating sky-high energy prices

“Ned has been a great asset to our 
state during his service in Augusta. 
I have especially appreciated his 
efforts to cut costs on prescription 
medications for Mainers.”

 - Tim MacLeod,  
former Auburn City Councilor 

I had the honor of welcoming John Shea, Mr. Maine Basketball 2022, and 
his family to the State House this year  to celebrate his accomplishments. 



2022 Legislative Update
Senator Ned Claxton
3 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333
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Your voice matters. Send me your feedback!
Hearing from constituents, like you, is vital to my 
work in Augusta. Please fill out the survey below 
(or just send me your thoughts) to help shape next 
year’s legislative agenda!

1.  What is the biggest challenge facing you and your 
family?

■ High energy costs, including electricity and gas
■ Access to health care and affordable medication
■ Rising rents, mortgages and property taxes
■ Lack of good-paying jobs
■ Finding quality, affordable child care
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          
                                                                                           

2.  What is the biggest threat to our economy?

■ Widespread workforce shortages
■ Lack of reliable, high-speed internet
■ Extreme weather conditions/climate change
■ Attacks on our heritage industries
■ Rising costs and lack of supports for families
■ Other (please specify): 
                                                                                          

3.  How can we build a stronger Maine?

■ Improve access to affordable health care
■ Invest in training, education and child care
■ Grow Maine’s energy independence
■ Make housing more affordable
■ Protect our natural resources
■ Create and support good-paying jobs
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          

4.   What bills would you like to see brought before the 
Legislature next year?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

5.  How can I better represent you and your family in 
Augusta?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

Thank you for your comments and feedback! 

Name:                                                                                         
Address:                                                                                         
Email:                                                                                         

To complete this survey online, go to
www.mainesenate.org/2022Survey
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