
Dear Neighbor,

Representing constituents like you in the Legislature is an honor 
and duty that I take seriously. That’s why I prioritize going into our 
community and listening to what you have to say. Maine people 
should set the agenda in Augusta, not lobbyists or special interests. 

Believing that, I take what I hear from our community and get to 
work. Here are some highlights from this session.

• We provided electric rate relief for businesses with high energy 
costs.

• We passed income tax breaks for retired Maine residents.

• We fought for tax credits to help more than 100,000 families.

As Senate Chair of the Labor and Housing Committee, I’m thrilled to 
share that the Commission to Develop a Paid Family and Medical 
Leave Benefits Program has been extended so that we can make 
PFML a reality. It’s long overdue. 

Being the Assistant Senate Majority Leader, I use my voice as a small 
business owner and young woman to advocate for bills and policies 
that will help Maine families and children succeed and thrive.

Sincerely,
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Senator Mattie
DAUGHTRY
ASSISTANT SENATE MAJORITY LEADER
Proudly representing Senate District 24, which includes Brunswick, 
Freeport, Harpswell,  North Yarmouth, and Pownal

I was happy to welcome UMaine’s Class 
of 2022 Salutatorian Maxwell Burtis, from 
Brunswick, to the State House.

It was great to meet and congratulate 
Brunswick’s Valedictorian Margaret Chingos.
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Sen. Vitelli, D-Arrowsic, Rep. Tepler, 
D-Topsham, and I loved marching in the 
Topsham-Brunswick Memorial Day Parade.



Prioritizing working families
This year, I helped pass laws that will help parents, 
caretakers, and kids get what they need to regain stability, 
put down roots, and thrive. 

In particular, I have devoted my legislative career 
to making Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML) a 
reality in Maine. Last year, one of my bills created a 
Commission to Develop a Paid Family and Medical Leave 
Benefits Program. While the Commission did a lot of 
work, it needed more time. That’s why this year I proudly 
sponsored a bill to extend the Commission’s work. I 
served on the commission, too, because I know that 
working Maine families need PFML. 

If people get sick, then they should be able to stay home 
without having to worry about losing a day’s worth of 
pay. If people need to take care of their children or aging 
parents, then they should be able to take time off and care 
for their loved ones. The list of examples goes on, but 
the bottom line is that no one should be forced to choose 
between their financial security and their family’s well-
being. The USA is the only developed country that does 
not offer PFML, and I want Maine to lead the way.

Investing in Maine’s future
I was excited to help Maine’s emerging aerospace 
industry by sponsoring  a bill to establish the Maine Space 
Corporation. It will launch a public-private partnership 
and make Maine a leader in the commercial launch of 
nanosatellites that collect data for climate science and 
research. Creating a spaceport will also help Maine attract 
and retain engineering and science students from Maine 
universities, as well as promote local businesses like 
bluShift, which is based out of Brunswick.

Brunswick Landing’s site will be the first in the Northeast 
to combine data analysis, education, and manufacturing. 
Eighty-five space-related businesses already operate in 
Maine, and bluShift launched the first commercial rocket 
here. Thank you to Terry Shehata and the Maine Space 
Grant Consortium for their guidance.

Standing with survivors
No Mainer should ever fear for their safety and well-being. 
So, in the wake of several tragic child deaths, we reformed 
our child welfare system to better protect Maine kids. We 
provided funding for additional oversight and weekend 
caseworker positions to address burnout and make sure no 
child falls through the cracks. I also supported funding and 
staffing for the Child Welfare Ombudsman, an independent 
office that looks into the handling of child welfare cases and 
makes recommendations on child safety. 

We worked with college students to create safer college 
campuses as well as members of the Maine National Guard 
to improve how that organization prevents and responds to 
sexual assault and harassment. We made the language in the  
Protection from Abuse Statutes more accessible, so people 
without legal backgrounds or training can seek help.

To  protect Mainers from abuse or discrimination, we passed 
my bill — now law — that prohibits discrimination based 
on hair texture or style, which has harmed education and 
employment opportunities for Mainers of color. Thank you 
to the Crown Coalition for your advocacy!

Finally,  we improved access to legal representation by 
increasing investments in Maine’s civil legal services and 
providing funding to hire the state’s first public defenders. 

I was glad to invite Maine’s 2022 Volunteer of the Year, Mr. Charles 
Frizzle of Brunswick, to the State House. Thank you for your 
volunteerism, Charlie!

I always enjoy celebrating the impressive young people in our district, 
including Phoebe Williamson, of Freeport, who won the Secretary of 
State’s 8th Grade Citizenship Award. 

I was over the moon to watch Gov. Janet Mills sign my bill into law. The 
bill established the Maine Space Corporation.



Since January, energy prices from electricity to oil 
have risen dramatically in Maine and around the 
world. These out-of-control prices, driven by the price 
of natural gas and the Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
have made it harder for working families, older folks, 
and small businesses, including mine, to get by. That’s 
why my colleagues and I prioritized energy relief this 
year. 

To start, I voted to send inflation relief checks of 
$850 to more than 800,000 Mainers to help folks 
with rising costs. Eligible full-time Maine residents 
include single-filers earning under $100,000, heads-
of-household earning up to $150,000, and joint-filers 
earning up to $200,000. Folks must file income taxes 
by Oct. 31 to receive a check.

To help small businesses with high energy costs, I 
supported a new law that creates a tiered credit worth 
up to $3,000. This credit will help locally-owned 
grocery stores, convenience stores, and dairy farms. 
To help Mainers heat their homes, I voted to improve 
existing heating assistance programs by making it 
easier for folks to apply and for agencies to process the 
applications.

The Legislature also took steps to permanently lower 
prices by passing laws to bring greater accountability 
and consumer input to the electric rate-setting process 
and to look at new ways to provide relief. Maine 
consumers deserve a seat at the table when it comes 
to setting rates. Finally, I supported a new law that 
will hold utility companies accountable for failing to 
prioritize customers. 

I’m always so glad to welcome Brunswick students to the State 
House. Making sure our next generation of leaders have what 
they need to succeed is one of my top priorities.

Reducing health care costs
Access to quality, affordable health care is vital to 
enjoying a decent quality of life. That’s why I’m proud of 
the work we’ve done to lower costs and improve access to 
health care and insurance coverage. 

We continued our fight to lower the cost of prescription 
drugs. I supported measures to help patients get the 
full value of their insurance premiums on prescription 
drugs, Mainers with chronic conditions receive an 
emergency supply of medication, and patients choose 
the prescription contraception that is right for them. We 
also passed a law to study how adopting international 
reference pricing could save Mainers money.

This session we stood firm on defending and protecting 
a Mainer’s right to access abortion and reproductive 
health care. Despite the Supreme Court’s reversal of Roe 
v. Wade, Mainers can still seek legal, funded, and safe 
abortions. I proudly voted down six anti-abortion bills that 
were brought to the Legislature last year. Abortion care is 
health care, and health care is a human right.  

In the coming weeks, I’ll be meeting with and listening 
to abortion and reproductive health care advocates and 
providers to see what the best next steps are. Governor 
Mills signed an executive order protecting out-of-state 
women and pregnant people who seek abortions in 
Maine, as well as the Maine providers who offer the 
services. That’s a great start, and we will do more.

Combating sky-high energy prices

“Senator Daughtry’s leadership 
on the Paid Family and Medical 
Leave Commission has been 
both impressive and important. 
Paid leave will do so much to 
improve the lives of Mainers.”

I was thrilled to help coordinate and organize Brunswick’s first-ever 
Pride celebration of the LGBTQ+  community in June. The turnout was 
phenomenal! 

— Sarah Brydon, PFML Commission 
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Your voice matters. Send me your feedback!
Hearing from constituents, like you, is vital to my 
work in Augusta. Please fill out the survey below 
(or just send me your thoughts) to help shape next 
year’s legislative agenda!

1.  What is the biggest challenge facing you and your 
family?

■ High energy costs, including electricity and gas
■ Access to health care and affordable medication
■ Rising rents, mortgages, and property taxes
■ Lack of good-paying jobs
■ Finding quality, affordable child care
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          
                                                                                           

2.  What is the biggest threat to our economy?

■ Widespread workforce shortages
■ Lack of reliable, high-speed internet
■ Extreme weather conditions/climate change
■ Attacks on our heritage industries
■ Rising costs and lack of supports for families
■ Other (Please specify): 
                                                                                          

3.  How can we build a stronger Maine?

■ Improve access to affordable health care
■ Invest in training, education, and child care
■ Grow Maine’s energy independence
■ Make housing more affordable
■ Protect our natural resources
■ Create and support good-paying jobs
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          

4.   What bills would you like to see brought before the 
Legislature next year?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

5.  How can I better represent you and your family in 
Augusta?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

Thank you for your comments and feedback! 

Name:                                                                                         
Address:                                                                                         
Email:                                                                                         

To complete this survey online, go to
www.mainesenate.org/2022Survey
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