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Dear Neighbor,

Representing constituents like you in the Maine 
Legislature has been a profound honor and 
responsibility — one that I have taken very seriously. 
As I near the end of my final term as your Senator, I 
find myself reflecting on the work I’ve done on your 
behalf these past 26 years in the Legislature and 
eight years as Maine’s Secretary of State.

My first priority has always been protecting Maine 
kids from abuse and neglect. I’ve sponsored 
legislation to make it easier to report abuse, crack 
down on cybercrimes against children, strengthen 
oversight of Maine’s child protection system, and 
more. However, we must do more to make sure 
Maine children are safe.

As chair of the Transportation Committee, I worked 
to make Maine’s roads and bridges as safe and 
reliable as possible for the people who live here as 
well as those who visit. This includes a series of bills 
I sponsored to crack down on distracted driving.

I also prioritized tax relief for working families and 
older Mainers, investments in our workforce and 
economy, and protecting your wallet. Just this year, 
the Legislature:

• Sent more than 800,000 Mainers $850 inflation 
relief checks.

• Passed income tax breaks for retired Maine 
residents.

• Delivered property tax relief for working 
families, veterans and older Mainers.

• Fought for tax credits to help more than 100,000 
hardworking families.

At the same time, the state’s Rainy Day Fund grew 
to a historic high of nearly $900 million. These are 
just the highlights; read on for more about what we 
accomplished this session.

My conversations with community members have 
guided my work in Augusta. I hope you will continue 
to voice your ideas to make Maine a better state in 
which to live, work, start a business, raise a family 
and retire. Serving you has been the honor of a 
lifetime, and I’ll be eternally grateful. 

Sincerely,

 My first priority has always 
been protecting Maine kids 
from abuse and neglect.”
“
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www.mainesenate.org



Rep. Lester Ordway of Standish and I visited Bonny Eagle Middle 
School and students Shayla Harriman and Scarlett Akey.

Supporting our veterans
When the Legislature created the Maine Veterans’ Homes 
(MVH) in 1973, we made a promise to care for veterans 
and military spouses. So when we learned about plans to 
close the two most rural veterans’ homes in the state, we 
immediately took action. We passed a law that provides 
funding for the facilities, prevents any veterans’ home 
from closing without legislative approval and creates a 
stakeholder group to prevent this type of situation in the 
future. MVH provides first-class care to all the veterans and 
military spouses who call these facilities home. This law will 
ensure it stays this way.

We also prioritized property tax relief for veterans to help 
these brave men and women afford to remain in their 
homes. We expanded the Veterans’ Property Tax Exemption 
program to include those who served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces between Feb. 1, 1955 and Feb. 27, 1961. We also doubled 
the amount of tax relief permanently disabled veterans can 
receive. As chair of the Transportation Committee, I worked 
on laws to rename bridges in honor of service members killed 
in the Vietnam War, so we never forget their service.

Helping survivors of abuse
No Mainer should ever have to fear for their safety and 
well-being. This session, we worked with college students 
to create safer college campuses and members of the 
Maine National Guard to improve how the organization 
prevents and responds to sexual assault and harassment. 
We also improved the protection from abuse statutes to 
make the language more accessible so that people without 
legal backgrounds or training can protect themselves or 
seek help.

I sponsored a law to help survivors of human trafficking, 
childhood kidnapping and other crimes stay safe by 
expanding an existing program that shields their addresses 
in public databases. This helps ensure that their abuser will 
not be able to find them again and cause them further harm.

 I joined fellow members of the Windham Delegation, Rep. Pat Corey 
and Rep. Mark Bryant, at a Windham Little League game.

Standing up for small 
businesses and the economy
In Maine, local foods and farmers are central to our economy. 
Unfortunately, farmers are facing extreme threats. To combat 
an increase in severe weather conditions, we created a grant 
program to help farmers affected by drought and improve 
access to irrigation. I was proud to stand with farmers in 
support of efforts to respond to the PFAS crisis and ensure 
our state’s agricultural sector can fully recover.

I also supported measures to boost local economies. 
This includes new laws to create good-paying jobs in the 
aerospace industry, cut unnecessary red tape in the food and 
drink industry and support municipal broadband programs. 
These changes will attract businesses and workers to our 
region.

We also continued funding for the Jobs for Maine’s Graduates 
(JMG) program and equipment for career and technical 
education programs. These initiatives will ensure Maine 
students are able to learn and acquire the skills to fill good-
paying positions that are badly needed across the state. 

Delivering for older Mainers
Older Mainers are a vital part of our communities and 
economy. This session, my colleagues and I listened to 
the concerns we heard from older residents and took 
immediate action. 

To start, I supported critical tax breaks for retirees, 
increasing the annual income tax pension deduction 
from $10,000 to $25,000 for all retired Mainers. This will 
increase each year by $5,000 until the deduction reaches 
$35,000. We also increased the cost-of-living adjustment 
for retired state workers who rely on a pension. 

To help older Mainers afford to stay in their homes, we 
permanently expanded the property tax fairness credit. The 
maximum benefit is $1,000 each year for eligible Mainers 
under 65 and $1,500 for those over 65.

For those needing more assistance, I supported funding 
for Meals on Wheels programs — a crucial lifeline for 
homebound residents. I also supported investments 
in nursing homes, residential care facilities and other 
providers so that those in need of long-term care can get 
it close to home. This includes increasing rates for direct 
care workers who provide quality, compassionate care to 
Mainers in long-term care, and reducing the waitlist for 
older Mainers who are waiting to receive in-home services 
to assist with day-to-day tasks.



In September 2021, I organized the Walk a Mile in Their Shoes 
awareness tour to call attention to recent child deaths in Maine.

Lowering the cost of health 
care and prescription drugs
Access to quality, affordable health care is vital to our 
freedom as Mainers. It’s why I’m proud of the work we’ve 
done to lower costs and improve access to health care and 
insurance coverage. 

This year, we continued our fight to rein in the cost of 
prescription drugs. I supported measures to ensure 
patients get the full value of their insurance premiums 
on prescription drugs and help Mainers with chronic 
conditions get an emergency supply of medication in a 
pinch. I also supported legislation to make sure patients 
can get the prescription contraception that is right for 
them without jumping through hoops. 

To ensure Mainers can access health care services, we 
provided critical funding for hospitals and federally 
qualified health centers, and made key investments in 
EMS. After hearing from first responders, we created 
a grant program to help departments recruit and train 
workers. We also established a Blue Ribbon Commission 
to study access to emergency medical services and make 
recommendations for the future. 

We required increased reporting from dental insurers to 
better ensure patients are getting good value from their 
coverage, instead of getting ripped off. Finally, we passed 
a law directing the Office of Affordable Health Care to 
look at long-term strategies to improve affordability and 
coverage for individuals and small businesses. 

“Bill was a great supporter of the 
Route 113 Corridor Committee, whose 
primary mission was to bring jobs and 
economic development to the five 
towns from Standish to Fryeburg. He 
was instrumental in raising state funds 
for the restoration of the Mountain 
Division Line. He’s also never missed 
an American Legion ceremony, and 
he’s a great friend.”

- Lou Stack, Standish

Protecting Maine children
This year, I continued my efforts to reform our child welfare 
system to better protect Maine kids. The Legislature provided 
funding for additional oversight and weekend caseworker 
positions to address burnout and try to make sure no child 
falls through the cracks. I also sponsored a bill to increase 
funding and staffing for the Child Welfare Ombudsman, 
an independent office that looks into the handling of child 
welfare cases and makes recommendations on child safety. 

I sponsored a law that would require the Attorney General 
to formally request that the courts prioritize the scheduling 
of homicide cases in which the victim is under the age of 18. 
These trials are important in identifying concerning patterns of 
behavior and keeping other children safe. 

I also partnered with foster parents, child care workers, and 
the families of murdered children to bring awareness to 
these tragedies and to call attention to the need for systemic 
reform. I sponsored a bill to increase oversight of Maine’s 
child protection system and my request for an independent 
review of child protection practices has resulted in a year-long, 
ongoing investigation. Even after the Legislature adjourned, the 
Government Oversight Committee continued their work trying 
to improve the system, and I’ve been watching closely. Though 
I’m leaving office, I’ll continue this work for as long as it takes.

I joined foster parents, child care workers, fellow legislators and the 
families of murdered children outside of the State House to call for 
child welfare reform. 

“Bill Diamond is a good, honest man 
with a compassionate heart who has 
been relentless in his efforts - from 
the time he was an educator and 
throughout his public service roles - to 
improve the quality of life for Maine’s 
children.”

- Liz Wisecup, Windham



Please visit mainesenate.org to sign up for my email updates.
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Since January, energy prices from electricity to oil 
have risen dramatically in Maine and around the world. 
These out-of-control prices, driven by the price of 
natural gas and the Russian invasion of Ukraine, have 
made it harder for working families, older folks and 
small businesses to get by. It’s why my colleagues and I 
prioritized energy relief this year. 

To start, I voted to send inflation relief checks of $850 
to more than 800,000 Mainers to help with rising costs. 
Eligible Maine residents include single-filers earning 
under $100,000, heads-of-household earning up to 
$150,000 and joint-filers earning up to $200,000. Folks 
must file income taxes by Oct. 31 to receive a check.

To help small businesses with high energy burdens, 
I supported a new law that creates a tiered credit 
worth up to $3,000 for eligible small businesses. 
This credit will help locally owned grocery stores, 
convenience stores and dairy farms. To help Mainers 
heat their homes, I voted to improve heating assistance 
programs by slashing red tape and making it easier for 
folks to apply. 

The Legislature also took steps to permanently rein in 
prices by passing laws to bring greater accountability 
and consumer input to the electric rate-setting 
process, and look at new ways to provide relief. Maine 
consumers deserve a seat at the table when it comes 
to rate-setting. Finally, I supported a new law that 
will hold utility companies accountable for failing to 
prioritize customers. 

Combating soaring energy prices

Thank you for putting your trust in me these past eight years. 
Serving as your voice in Augusta has been the honor of a lifetime.
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