
Dear Neighbor,

It remains the highest honor of my life to serve the good people of District 
14 in the Maine Senate. Steadfast in my commitment to public service, 
I fight for the values we hold dear, working hard with my colleagues to 
craft creative solutions to the biggest issues of our time.

In the Second Regular Session, the Legislature addressed the crisis 
of PFAS contamination of our soil, water and food, energy prices, tax 
credits, space exploration, fundraising opportunities for Veteran Service 
Organizations, the climate crisis, the affordable housing crisis, economic 
justice, pandemic relief for the hospitality industry and school staff, 
worker shortages, child welfare, retirement benefits, property tax relief, 
rural economic development, and much more. 

I never wavered on my promise to defend the human rights of all 
Mainers, regardless of their background or station in life. I stood on the 
floor of the Maine Senate and defended Mainers’ rights to food, housing, 
clean drinking water, privacy, equal protection under the law, and 
voting. I denounced sexual assault in Maine’s National Guard and college 
campuses across the state. I stood up for Maine’s election workers and 
defended their right to be protected from harassment and assault while 
performing their duty to administer free and fair elections, the lifeblood 
of our democracy. I stood up for small businesses and workers who 
were doing all they could to get back on their feet. I advocated for full 
restoration and recognition of Wabanaki sovereignty, the issue for which 
I received the most constituent correspondence by far in five terms. 

We must continue to come together to create equitable and just public 
policy that moves us to a place where all Maine people have the economic 
opportunity to be free. Please continue to reach out with your ideas so we 
can work together to keep Maine the way life should be. 

Take care of your blessings, 

2 0 2 2  L E G I S L A T I V E  U P D A T E

Senator Craig
HICKMAN

I had the distinct honor of singing the National 
Anthem before the start of this Senate day.

Gary Crocker of West Gardiner was invited to 
deliver the opening prayer before the Senate.

I was proud to attend the annual observance 
held at the Maine Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial in Augusta.
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Honoring Maine Veterans
Maine ranks fifth in the nation in the percentage of 
veterans in the state. As Senate Chair of the Committee 
on Veterans and Legal Affairs, I know that we must 
honor their service by supporting them in real terms 
throughout their entire lives. 

When the Legislature created the Maine Veterans’ Homes 
(MVH) in 1973, we made a promise to care for veterans 
and military spouses. That’s why we took immediate 
action when we learned about plans to close the two most 
rural veterans’ homes in the state. We passed legislation 
that provides emergency and ongoing funding for the 
facilities, prevents any veterans’ home from closing 
without legislative action, and creates a stakeholder group 
to address the challenging situations that threaten their 
continued operation.  MVH provides first-class care to the 
Mainers who call these facilities home. Our work together 
will ensure it stays this way.

We also expanded the Veterans’ Property Tax Exemption 
program to include those who served in the United States 
Armed Forces between February 1, 1955, and February 
27, 1961. We doubled the amount of eligible tax relief for 
permanently disabled veterans. 

And I was proud Governor Mills signed into law my 
legislation to align Maine’s Vietnam War Veterans Day 
observance with the federal holiday.

Delivering for Maine Seniors
To help retired Mainers with increased costs, the 
Legislature increased the annual income tax pension 
deduction to $25,000 – a $15,000 increase. The 
Legislature also provided critical funding for Meals on 
Wheels programs throughout the state to ensure that 
older homebound Mainers can take comfort knowing that 
someone will always stop in with a home-cooked meal 
and a smile when they need it most. We also provided 
funding to reduce the waitlist for older Mainers eligible 
and waiting to receive in-home services to assist with 
day-to-day tasks. Lastly, we made key investments in 
nursing homes, residential care facilities and other 
providers so those in need of long-term care can get the 
care they need close to home. 

We advanced years-long efforts to increase housing 
opportunities in Maine by incorporating the 
recommendations of a legislative study commission that I 
chaired last summer to address the tangled web of zoning 
and land use ordinances and state laws that inhibit new 
residential construction in certain communities across 
the state.

To advance the human right to clean water, lawmakers 
passed legislation to increase access to arsenic testing 
statewide, ensure renters can access water testing 
information from their landlords, and restored control 
over their own water to the Passamaquoddy at Sipayik.

To further protect the health and well-being of Maine 
families, the Legislature strengthened postpartum care for 
new mothers and expanded fertility care coverage.

We also increased healthcare coverage for children, 
ensuring an additional 40,000 Maine children receive the 
medical care they need. 

Fighting for Maine Families
As Senate Chair of the Committee on Labor and Housing, I 
believe access to safe, affordable housing is a human right. 
That’s why the Legislature created a housing navigation 
program to assist tenants with locating housing 
and provide support for successful landlord-tenant 
relationships. We enacted the Emergency Housing Relief 
Fund and Program that appropriates funds to help combat 
homelessness. 

Governor Mills signs emergency legislation to stop the closures of 
Maine Veterans’ Homes.

Congratulating Stacey D. Neumann and family after confirming her 
appointment to the Maine Ethics Commission.

One of the first hybrid meetings of the Commission to Increase 
Housing Opportunities in Maine by Studying Zoning and Land Use 
Restrictions.



The right to food, the right to health care, the 
right to clean water and air and soil, the right to 
privacy, the right to worship as we please or to not 
worship at all, the right to petition our government 
for a redress of grievances, the right to marry the 
person we love, the right to shelter, the right to 
move about freely without harassment from the 
authorities, the right to keep and bear arms, the 
right to raise our children as we see fit, the right to 
a public education, the right to bodily autonomy, 
the right to equal protection under the law: These 
and other fundamental rights cannot be secured, 
defended, or protected without the right to vote. 

As Senate Chair of the legislative committee that 
oversees elections and the Office of the Secretary 
of State, I will always protect our right to vote. 

The Legislature enacted policies to secure our 
elections and increase access to the ballot box 
for eligible citizens. To strengthen Maine’s chain 
of custody laws to guard against outside political 
interference in election administration. To create 
semi-open primaries, allowing unenrolled voters 
to participate in partisan primaries each election 

cycle without enrolling in a political party. We also 
approved funding for a new Audit and Training 
Division within the Bureau of Corporations, 
Elections and Commissions to ensure our election 
clerks remain safe and are well-equipped to 
administer free and fair elections, the lifeblood of 
our democratic republic. 

Justice Rick E. Lawrence joined me in my office on the day the 
Senate unanimously confirmed him as an Associate Justice of the 
Maine Supreme Judicial Court, the first Black Mainer to serve.

Preserving Rural Life  
and Values
Maine’s natural resources are essential to our state’s 
prosperity. As a farmer, I know Maine farmers 
are facing significant challenges. To combat PFAS 
contamination, we provided funding to clean up 
and mitigate threats posed by these chemicals and 
created a fund for research, health monitoring, 
remediation, and compensation to relocate farms 
when remediation is not possible.  

The damaging effects of extreme weather conditions 
have also tested more Maine farmers. It has put their 
livelihood, the future of their farm, and often their 
family history in jeopardy. The Legislature established 
grant programs to help Maine farmers navigate 
unpredictable extremes, improve access to irrigation, 
and invest in on-farm infrastructure for value-added 
products necessary to diversify markets.

We streamlined regulations for the most valuable 
agricultural commodity in Maine and extended 
the benefits of the Maine Food Sovereignty Act to 
plantations and unorganized territories. These 
measures help small businesses grow in the most 
rural parts of the state, creating good-paying jobs in 
their communities. They also promote rural economic 
development and the preservation of rural life and 
values, as is the policy of the state.

Defending Democracy and Fundamental Rights

“Senator Hickman understands 
and appreciates the importance of 
conserving and protecting Maine’s 
natural environment and wildlife. As a 
retired Registered Maine Guide and a 
lifelong Mainer, it is nice to know that 
my Senator has my back in Augusta.”

Visiting Cary Medical Center in Caribou with President Jackson after 
preventing the closure of Maine Veterans’ Homes.

- David Kelley, Gardiner
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Have Questions? 
Get Answers.

• Attorney General’s Consumer Protection 
Division: (207) 626-8849

• Adult Abuse, Neglect or Exploitation Hotline: 
       (800) 624-8404

• Business Answers Line: (800) 872-3838

• Health and Human Services Directory: Dial 211

• Community COVID-19 Vaccination Line: 
       (888) 445-4111

• Domestic Violence Helpline: (866) 834-4357

• Northern New England Poison Control Center: 
       (800) 222-1222

• Maine Senate Message Line: (800) 423-6900

• Maine Department of Labor Unemployment 
Insurance Office: (800) 593-7660

• Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife: (207) 287-8000

• CoverME, Maine’s Health Insurance 
Marketplace: (866) 636-0355

www.mainesenate.org

Heating your home or keeping the lights on 
shouldn’t be a luxury. Yet the dramatic increase 
in energy costs due to natural gas prices and the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine has put a strain on 
Maine people. In the wake of this injustice, I put 
together some resources and outlined steps the 
legislature took to help folks get by. 

• HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: 
The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) 
helps qualified homeowners and renters pay for 
heating costs. This year, I supported efforts to 
streamline the application process and make it 
easier for folks to get relief. To apply, go to  
www.kvcap.org or call (207) 859-1500.

• LOW-INCOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: LIAP 
helps HEAP-eligible households and renters 
with their electric utility bills. To apply, go to 
www.kvcap.org or call (207) 859-1500.

• RATE RELIEF FOR ELIGIBLE BUSINESSES 
WITH HIGH-ENERGY BURDENS: To help 
small businesses with high-energy burdens, I 
supported a new law that creates a tiered credit 
worth up to $3,000 for eligible small businesses. 
This credit will help locally owned grocery 
stores, convenience stores and dairy farms. 
Eligible businesses will automatically receive 
this credit in the coming months.

Seeking Energy Relief
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