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Senator
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Proudly representing all the people of Lewiston

Dear Friend,

Representing Lewiston in the Maine Senate these 
past eight years has been the greatest privilege and 
most awesome responsibility of my professional 
life. Throughout my time in office, I’ve aimed to be 
straightforward with the people I represent, whether 
they are an independent, Republican, or Democrat – or 
not a voter at all. 

When residents have contacted me, I’ve done my level 
best to personally reply to each individual or family 
and connect them with the resources they needed 
or answer the questions they had. As a legislator, 
I focused on policies that allowed people to live 
financially secure, healthy and productive lives – 
policies that support working families, students, 
seniors and everyone who makes Maine their home. 

I sponsored a first-in-the-nation law to protect 
consumers from greedy electricity suppliers who 
took advantage of thousands of Maine households. I 
also spearheaded laws that help children and working 
families by requiring testing for lead poisoning in 
babies and toddlers, improve school attendance rates 
for our youngest students, and help students who 
experienced disruptions like homelessness graduate 
high school. 

I also worked on amending the school funding 
formula to better consider communities with unique 
needs, like Lewiston and our higher poverty rates 

and high numbers of English language learners. 
The result has been tens of millions of dollars in 
additional state funding for Lewiston public schools 
in the past handful of years alone. That’s in addition 
to the historic 55% state funding the Legislature finally 
achieved last year. I’ve also been a strong advocate for 
career and technical education opportunities to help 
prepare students for life after school and ensure the 
best chance of attaining higher education without the 
burden of student loan debt.

In preparing to write this final newsletter of my term, I 
reflected back to the early days of the pandemic, when 
I was serving as Senate Majority Leader while my wife 
was working in the ICU taking care of patients during 
a time of enormous uncertainty. I spent those days on 
the phone with hospitals and local companies trying 
to figure out how to manufacture PPE locally, all while 
baby Charlie crawled over and around me. We were 
all doing what we could to help each other as best 
as we could through a scary time, and for me those 
memories will always represent the best of public 
service and of my time as Lewiston’s state senator.

Thank you for putting your trust in me these past eight 
years. It’s been the honor of a lifetime.

Sincerely,

EMAIL
Nathan.Libby@legislature.maine.gov
www.mainesenate.org



In 2017, owner Rusty Vallee gave me a tour of Maine Thread Company. 
It was great to learn more about this historic Lewiston business.

Delivering for working families
Working families haven’t had it easy. It’s why I worked hard 
to help pass laws that will help parents, caretakers and 
kids get what they need to regain stable footing, put down 
roots and thrive. To help working parents, we gave a boost 
to child care providers, helping them recruit and retain 
skilled workers, keeping their doors open and preparing 
Maine children for kindergarten. At the same time, we 
permanently increased the earned income tax credit to help 
100,000 families respond to rising costs, and permanently 
expanded the property tax fairness credit, which provides 
eligible folks with property tax or rental relief.

Too many families struggle to find affordable housing, 
whether that’s searching for their forever home or grappling 
with rising rent prices. It’s why we passed a historic law 
that takes an affirmative approach to help towns and 
cities expand their housing options. I also sponsored a law 
to extend the Historic Property Rehabilitation Tax Credit, 
which protects the character of downtowns while expanding 
housing options.

Investing in Maine’s future
Investing in Maine’s future means making sure that families 
and our children get off to a healthy start. To help couples who 
are trying to start a family, we passed a new law that requires 
state-regulated health insurance plans to cover fertility care. 
To help parents of young kids, we passed a new law that will 
help more Mainers receive quality postpartum care, and 
we expanded the Children’s Health Insurance Program to 
ensure an additional 40,000 Maine kids can get the care they 
need. We also invested in the children’s oral health program.

In the wake of several tragic child deaths, we worked to 
reform our child welfare system and better protect Maine 
kids. We provided funding for additional oversight and 
weekend caseworker positions to address burnout and try 
to make sure no child falls through the cracks. I supported 
funding and staffing for the independent Child Welfare 
Ombudsman, the office that looks into the handling of child 
welfare cases and makes recommendations on child safety. 
The Government Oversight Committee, which I chair, is 
continuing to investigate what additional changes must be 
made. Ensuring the safety of Maine’s children must be a top 
priority for all of us.

Training the next generation 
of workers
If Maine’s economy is going to thrive, we need to invest in 
education and workforce development. In 2021, lawmakers 
met the 55% threshold for K-12 education funding for the first 
time in Maine’s history. This session, we made investments in 
students, teachers and schools a top priority by establishing 
the Education Rainy Day Fund. This fund will ensure the 
Legislature is able to keep this promise in the future. 

At the same time, we continued funding for free school 
meals, the Jobs for Maine’s Graduates (JMG) program and 
equipment for career and technical education programs. 
These initiatives will ensure Maine students are able to learn 
and acquire the skills to fill good-paying positions that are 
badly needed across the state.

For students pursuing certificate and higher education 
programs, we provided funding for up to two years of free 
community college for all Maine students graduating high 
school between 2020 and 2023. We also set funds aside to 
freeze in-state tuition across the UMaine System so residents 
pursuing a four-year degree can complete their program and 
enter the workforce. 

To help with affordability, I supported a law to improve access 
to transcripts that are often required for job applications, 
financial aid and education opportunities. We also expanded 
the Opportunity Maine Tax Credit, which incentivizes 
graduates to stay in Maine after graduation by offering some 
student loan relief.

I had the honor of serving as Senate president pro tempore for a day 
during my final weeks of legislative service.

Connecting with constituents at town halls has been the best way for 
me to understand what’s on the minds of people in our community.



Since January, energy prices from electricity to oil 
have risen dramatically in Maine and around the world. 
These out-of-control prices, driven by the price of 
natural gas and the Russian invasion of Ukraine, have 
made it harder for working families, older folks and 
small businesses to get by. It’s why my colleagues and I 
prioritized energy relief this year. 

To start, I voted to send inflation relief checks of $850 
to more than 800,000 Mainers to help folks with rising 
costs. Eligible Maine residents include single-filers 
earning under $100,000, heads-of-household earning 
up to $150,000 and joint-filers earning up to $200,000. 
Folks must file income taxes by Oct. 31 to receive a 
check.

To help small businesses with high energy burdens, I 
supported a new law that creates a tiered credit worth 
up to $3,000 for eligible small businesses. This credit 
will help locally owned grocery stores, convenience 
stores and dairy farms. To help Mainers heat their 
homes, I voted to improve existing heating assistance 
programs by slashing bureaucratic red tape and making 
it easier for folks to apply. 

The Legislature also took steps to permanently rein in 

prices by passing laws to bring greater accountability 
and consumer input to the electric rate-setting process 
and to look at new ways to provide relief. Maine 
consumers deserve a seat at the table when it comes 
to rate-setting. Finally, I supported a new law that 
will hold utility companies accountable for failing to 
prioritize customers. 

I was lucky enough to bring my kids to work with me several times 
during my time in the Senate. Here I am with baby Charlie taking 
votes in the Senate Chamber.

Reining in health care costs
Access to quality, affordable health care is vital to our freedom 
as Mainers. It’s why I’m proud of the work we’ve done to lower 
costs and improve access to care and insurance coverage. 

This year, we continued our fight to rein in the cost of 
prescription drugs. I supported measures to ensure 
patients get the full value of their insurance premiums on 
prescription drugs, Mainers with chronic conditions can get 
an emergency supply of medication in a pinch, and people 
can get the prescription contraception that is right for them 
without having to jump through hoops. We also passed a law 
to study how adopting international reference pricing could 
save Mainers money.

To ensure Mainers can access health care services, we 
provided critical funding for hospitals and federally qualified 
health centers, and made key investments in EMS. After 
hearing from first responders, we created a grant program 
to help departments recruit and train workers. We also 
established a Blue Ribbon Commission to study access to 
emergency medical services and make recommendations for 
the future. 

Finally, we required increased reporting from dental insurers 
to better ensure patients are getting good value from their 
coverage instead of getting ripped off. We also passed a law 
directing the Office of Affordable Health Care to look at long-
term strategies to improve affordability and coverage for 
individuals and small businesses.

Combating soaring energy prices

“Sen. Libby was a dedicated advocate 
and partner during the pandemic. His 
efforts on behalf of Central Maine 
Medical Center were critical as we 
worked to provide vital care to patients 
while also supporting the thousands 
of employees and contractors who 
work here. The hospital leadership, 
doctors, nurses and team members 
are so very grateful for his steadfast 
representation on our behalf.”

Visiting schools and educating students about our state government  
has been one of my favorite parts of being a Senator.

- Steve Littleson, President and CEO,  
Central Maine Healthcare



2022 Legislative Update
Senator Nate Libby
3 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333
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Your voice matters. Send me your feedback!
Hearing from constituents, like you, is vital to my 
work in Augusta. Please fill out the survey below 
(or just send me your thoughts) to help shape next 
year’s legislative agenda!

1.  What is the biggest challenge facing you and your 
family?

■ High energy costs, including electricity and gas
■ Access to health care and affordable medication
■ Rising rents, mortgages and property taxes
■ Lack of good-paying jobs
■ Finding quality, affordable child care
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          
                                                                                           

2.  What is the biggest threat to our economy?

■ Widespread workforce shortages
■ Lack of reliable, high-speed internet
■ Extreme weather conditions/climate change
■ Attacks on our heritage industries
■ Rising costs and lack of supports for families
■ Other (please specify): 
                                                                                          

3.  How can we build a stronger Maine?

■ Improve access to affordable health care
■ Invest in training, education and child care
■ Grow Maine’s energy independence
■ Make housing more affordable
■ Protect our natural resources
■ Create and support good-paying jobs
■ Other (Please explain): 
                                                                                          

4.   What bills would you like to see brought before the 
Legislature next year?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

5.  How can I better represent you and your family in 
Augusta?
                                                                                          
                                                                                          

Thank you for your comments and feedback! 

Name:                                                                                         
Address:                                                                                         
Email:                                                                                         

To complete this survey online, go to
www.mainesenate.org/2022Survey
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