2024 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Senator Mattie

DAUGHTRY

ASSISTANT SENATE MAJORITY LEADER
District 23: Brunswick, Freeport, Harpswell, Pownal, Chebeague
Island, and part of Yarmouth

Dear Neighbor,

It continues to be my sincere honor and privilege to represent
constituents like you in the Maine State Legislature.

This session, I was proud to introduce and support new laws that
make health care more affordable and accessible, address the housing
crisis, protect our freedoms, and ensure the well-being of veterans
and older Mainers.
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Thank you, Rev. Katie Holicky, for sharing your
Opening Prayer in the Maine Senate.

Some of the top highlights from this session

were: “ We

« We prote.cted older Mainers from utility worked
shutoffs in extreme weather.

. . to expand
* We protected income tax breaks for retirees.
mental
*  We bolstered our gun safety laws to ensure health
) ) that Mainers can feel safe going about their ea

As a member of the Irish-American Caucus, . . . o -
| was happy to meet Irish Senate Deputy d.ay—to—day hves.V\{hlle also protecting the services in
Chairperson Mark Daly. Slainte! rights of law-abiding gun owners. Maine.”

We also kept our promises on education

funding, worked to expand access to mental

health services across the state, and took steps to protect our natural
resources and the industries that rely on them.

Please continue to reach out with your questions, concerns, and ideas.

After all, I work for you. / /7.
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Stellan Matzke was an outstanding Honorary
Student Page. Thank you, Stellan.
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Making Paid Family and
Medical Leave areality

Last year, my colleague Rep. Kristen Cloutier and I worked
on the legislation for Maine’s first-ever statewide Paid
Family and Medical Leave (PFML) program. It passed

as part of a historic biennial budget. Since then, the

Maine Senate has confirmed nominees to the program’s
governing board.

In addition, the Department of Labor initiated the
rulemaking process and took comments from the public.
There were in-person, online, and written options.
Looking ahead, payroll contributions, just one half of one
percent, will begin on Jan. 1, 2025. Finally, benefits will
become available beginning on May 1, 2026.

As the 13th state to create a PFML program, I know it will
support Mainers across the district and state, especially
those of us who are raising young children and taking
care of aging parents. With all this caretaking and an
expensive health care system, we inevitably need time off
from work when someone we love becomes sick.

Even better, this policy will draw more families and
workers to Maine, mitigating the workforce shortage.

Standing up for survivors

Supporting Mainers who have survived abuse, neglect, or
violent crime is a top priority. When the federal government
failed to adequately fund services for survivors through
the Victims of Crime Act, state lawmakers stepped up. We
proudly closed the funding gap to ensure Maine victims of
violent crime get the support they need and deserve.

In addition, we strengthened Maine laws to help keep
children and adults safe. We also updated Maine’s domestic
violence and stalking laws to ensure that those who engage
in threatening behavior are held accountable. We also
passed law requiring state and military authorities to share
information on investigations of child abuse or neglect. This
will reduce the likelihood that children living in military
installations fall through the child welfare cracks.

I had a blast welcoming these Honorary Student Pages from
Harpswell. Thank you for your help!

The entire Brunswick delegation was stoked to welcome the
champion Brunswick High School Girls Basketball Team to the Senate
Chamber. Go, Lady Dragons!

I am so impressed with the work that Alicia Heyburn and the folks at
Teens to Trails do in our community. Thank you for visiting the State
House!

Protecting reproductive rights

Across the country, judges and politicians continue to restrict
the reproductive rights of Americans. My Senate Democratic
colleagues and I protected reproductive rights for Mainers.

In Maine, we protected and expanded access to abortion,
and we defeated hills that would have eliminated or
restricted access. We removed Maine’s bans on abortion later
in pregnancy and criminal penalites attached exclusively to
abortion care and not other medical procedures.

This past session, Sen. Eloise Vitelli sponsored LD 780,

the Reproductive Rights Amendment, which would have
enshrined the right to abortion in Maine’s constitution. The
bill did not receive a two-thirds vote in the House or the
Senate, so Mainers will not have an opportunity to vote on the
proposed amendment at the ballot box. The fight must go on.

Two other bills, LD 1478 and LD 2203, would have funded
critical family planning services and supported the state’s
health care system and would have increased access

to contraception. It would also have require insurance
companies to cover FDA-approved over-the-counter oral birth
control without cost sharing.

A majority of lawmakers supported these bills, but they did
not secure funding. We must try again.



“Sen. Daughtry’s savvy presentation
to our condo community about
sustainable landscaping has inspired
us to explore opportunities to
preserve and enhance our land and
waters for future generations.”

- Sue Stableford, Brunswick

Holiday Inn*

By the Bay
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As the sponsor for the legislation that created the Maine Spaceport
onthe Landing, | was “starstruck” at the inaugual Maine Space
Conference. Thank you for your leadership, Terry Shehata!

Rebuilding our working
waterfront and coastal
communities

Whether it is erosion, flooding, or high winds, the
worsening impacts of climate change are here. After the
winter storms devastated Maine’s coastal communities
and working waterfronts, my colleagues and I took swift
action. We cut red tape in the permitting process, making
it easier for municipalities and people to prepare for and
respond to damaging storms and flooding.

As one of our final actions, we allocated $60 million

in financial assistance and storm relief. This funding
fills gaps required for rebuilding and recovery, and

the programs are designed to support the needs not
covered by FEMA and other federal and state programs.
It includes critical funding for our commercial working
waterfront, business recovery and resilience, and long-
term resilience efforts for public infrastructure projects.
You can view all these resources in the Maine Flood
Resources and Assistance Hub at maine.gov/flood/.

While Maine responds to these devastating stormes,
we must also look to the future. The newly established
Infrastructure and Rebuilding Commission will be
central to this work. I look forward to reviewing its
recommendations and working together to ensure
that Maine’s infrastructure becomes more resilient.

Supporting good-paying jobs and Maine’s economy

Maine’s economy depends on the heritage industries
that have powered our communities for generations, the
small businesses downtown, tourism along the coast,
and exciting new industries that have emerged across
the state. I'm proud of the work we’ve done to support
all sectors of our economy and the good-paying jobs
within it.

This year, lawmakers voted to increase support for
dairy farmers to at least 25 percent of newly identified
production costs. This increase will help to stabilize

nearly 150 dairy farms and 14,000 workers.

After a series of unprecedented wind and rain
storms devastated small businesses across the state,
we invested $10 million to support small business
recovery efforts. Affected small businesses and
nonprofits will be able to apply for grants through

the Department of Economic and Community
Development.

To stay competitive in a global economy, we must
make smart investments in research and development
that will create jobs now and in the future. That’s

why lawmakers passed a bond that will unlock a

$25 million investment in Maine’s rapidly growing

research, development, and commercialization
industries. If approved by the voters, the funds will
support innovation in key sectors: biotechnology, forest
products and agriculture, marine technology, and
manufacturing.

Finally, Maine has often led the way when it comes to

protecting natural resources while spearheading new
forms of affordable, clean energy. Last year, we passed
a law that created the Maine Offshore Wind Renewable
Energy and Economic Development Program.

As a young lawmaker, | was delighted to meet these Brunswick
High School AP Government students at the State House. We
need more young people to get involved!
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Hearing from constituents, like you, is vital to my
work in Augusta. Please fill out the survey below
(or just send me your thoughts) to help shape next
year’s legislative agenda!

1. What is the biggest challenge facing you and your
family?

O High energy costs, including electricity and gas
O Access to health care and affordable medication
O Rising rents, mortgages, and property taxes

O Inflation and the rising cost of living

O Lack of good-paying jobs

OFinding quality, affordable child care

O Other (Please explain):

2. What is the biggest threat to our economy?

[ Need for more qualified workers

O Lack of affordable housing options

O Extreme weather conditions/climate change
O Attacks on our heritage industries

O Lack of supports for families

[OWages not keeping pace with inflation

O Other (Please explain):

Your voice matters. Send me your feedback!

3. How can we build a stronger Maine?

OImprove access to affordable health care
OInvest in training, education, and child care
[0 Address high energy and housing costs

O Grow Maine’s energy independence

O Protect our natural resources

O Create and support good-paying jobs

O Other (Please explain):

4. What bills would you like to see brought before the
Legislature next year?

5. How can I better represent you in Augusta?

Thank you for your comments and feedback!

Name:
Address:

Email:

To complete this survey online, go to
www.mainesenate.org/2024Survey




