2024 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Senator Joe

BALDACCI

DISTRICT 9

Proudly representing the people of Bangor and Hermon

Dear Friend,

This session, I was proud to introduce and support
new laws that protect jobs, protect our freedoms,
ensure the well-being of veterans and older Mainers,
expand access to health care, plus provide direct
and needed relief to nursing homes, hospitals

and their employees. I co-sponsored and passed

a landmark child care bill to provide direct wage
stipends to child care workers and help keep facilities
open. I supported investing over $100 million in a
variety of housing initiatives to build more housing,
encouraging private developers as well as non-
profits.

“ | am really proud of this
work, but am focused on the road
ahead.”

Some of the top highlights from this session were:

* Successfully worked and helped pass budgets
that have increased aid to education to Hermon
by 30% since 2021 to over $8.5 million per year
and increased revenue sharing to Hermon by
nearly 75% since 2021 to nearly $667,000 per
year; all helping to stabilize Hermon’s already
low tax rate. Good Job Hermon!
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* Successfully worked and helped pass budgets
that have increased aid to education to Bangor
by 80% since 2021 to more than $26.4 million per
year and increased revenue sharing by nearly
125% since 2021 to $9.95 million per year helping
to stabilize tax rates and protect jobs in both
Bangor and Hermon. Good Job Bangor!

« Worked with legislators in both parties to
fund State Police rural patrols which are very
important to many communities including
Hermon.

» Passed and cosponsored legislation to fund
essential child care services in Bangor, Hermon
and across Maine.

So please continue to reach out with your questions,
concerns and ideas. After all, I work for you. I'm
really proud of this work but I am also focused on
the road ahead—action that is needed to ensure that
Mainers can afford to live, work, raise a family and
retire in the state we all love. Together, I know we

can make this happen.
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Access to health care

Too many Mainers struggle to pay for basic, essential
health care. Our system is both complex and expensive,
putting people in situations where they need to choose
between paying for care and other necessities like
groceries, rent and utilities. That’s why this year, we
passed legislation that will protect Mainers from being
taken advantage of when they are most vulnerable. We
clamped down on shady medical debt collection practices
by prohibiting debt collectors from charging additional
fees, using false representations when collecting debt
and prohibiting litigation against folks who are struggling
financially. Finally, we took steps to make facility fees
more transparent and understandable to patients, while
also prohibiting these fees for telehealth care services.

I had a great time seeing Bangor Mayor Cara Pelletier and her spouse
Kerrie Beckett during Bangor's Pride Parade this June.

Delivering for our workforce

Hardworking families are the driving force behind

our communities and our economy. They deserve fair
compensation, safe working conditions and job security.
This year, I'm happy to say that we’ve accomplished some
major victories for those who do so much for Maine.

I voted to pass legislation that established the Workers’
Compensation Board, which will investigate whether
Mainers who have been injured on the job are getting
workers’ comp paychecks that keep up with rising costs
brought on by inflation. I also helped pass legislation

that makes it easier for workers to exercise their right

to form a union. The new law ensures state workers,
workers in higher education and judicial employees of
Maine don’t have to fight their way through unnecessary
red tape to declare their intent to join a union. Finally, we
made sure that some of Maine’s hardest workers - our
farmers - get the financial support they need. We passed
an initiative that will cover at least 25%of newly identified
dairy production costs. Hardworking Mainers deserve
legislation that stands up for them, and this is just a start.

Looking out for older
Mainers

Older Mainers and veterans are valued but often
overlooked. To help folks make ends meet amid rising
costs, we increased tax breaks for retirees. Thanks to a
law passed last year, this year the income tax pension
deduction for retirees has risen to the maximum annual
social security benefit, $45,864. We also rejected proposed
cuts to the Medicare Savings Program. Preserving

this lifeline will help nearly 45,000 older Mainers. We
also made key investments in long-term care. In an
effort to ensure older Mainers can access quality and
compassionate care, we devoted $26 million for long
-term care.

Addressing Maine’s housing
CrisiIs

The shortage of quality, affordable housing across the
state is affecting families, employers and our economy.
To effectively respond to the housing crisis, we must
continue to tackle the issue from all angles. This session,
we focused on addressing the lack of housing, improving
the affordability of available housing and supporting
emergency shelters for our unhoused neighbors. To start,
we bolstered affordable rental and ownership options

by boosting the production of housing across the state.
We created robust protections and support for mobile
home park residents facing predatory price increases
and renters facing eviction or retaliation. We also worked
to help keep Mainers in their homes, including students
and their families who are on the verge of becoming
unhoused. In addition, we supported our emergency
shelters as they continue caring for our most vulnerable
neighbors, serving as a vital lifeline during extreme
weather. These investments will help address our current
housing challenges while also laying a foundation for
sustainable housing solutions across the state.
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Rev. Chad Poland joined us at the State House from All Souls
Congregational Church in Bangor to give the morning prayer before
the start of the Senate’s business.



“Senator Baldacci successfully
worked with legislators in both
parties to help pass legislation
that protected thousands of
good paying jobs in Maine.”

- Chris Kilgour, CEO of C&L Aerospace

PARKING

The 4th of July is always a wonderful time to meet new and familiar
faces inour district.

Delivering for the next
generation

To keep our promise to local schools and property
taxpayers, Maine lawmakers supported a budget that fully
funds the state’s share of K-12 public education funding.
Lawmakers also set aside $30 million in the Education
Stabilization Fund for use in the event of an economic
downturn. This session, lawmakers also supported
modest wage increases for education technicians and
school support staff. Lawmakers raised wages for ed
techs to 125% of the minimum wage and raised wages
for support staff to 115% of the minimum wage. This is

a step in the right direction. It recognizes the need to
compensate these professionals fairly and is designed
to improve retention in our schools amid widespread
workforce shortages.

To help school districts deliver public preschool,
lawmakers set aside funds to support construction and
renovation projects in districts that have voluntarily
assumed the free, appropriate public education for
children 3 years of age to 5 years of age.

This session, we also took steps to better protect children
in the child welfare system. Not only did we invest

in programs to improve access to behavioral health
providers in rural Maine, we also put some much-needed
resources into foster care and adoption assistance
programs. Make no mistake, more needs to be done.

Supporting Maine’s economy

Maine’s economy depends on the heritage industries
that have powered our communities for generations, the
small businesses downtown, tourism along the coast
and exciting new industries that have emerged across
the state.

I'm proud of the work we’ve done to support all sectors
of our economy and the good-paying jobs within it.
This year, lawmakers voted to increase support for
dairy farmers to at least 25 percent of newly identified
production costs.

This increase will help to stabilize nearly 150

dairy farms and 14,000 workers. After a series of
unprecedented wind and rain storms devastated small
businesses across the state, we invested $10 million

to support small business recovery efforts. Affected
small businesses and nonprofits will be able to apply
for grants through the Department of Economic and
Community Development.

To stay competitive in a global economy, we must
make smart investments in research and development
that will create jobs now and in the future. That’s

why lawmakers passed a bond that will unlock a

$25 million investment in Maine’s rapidly growing

research, development and commercialization
industries. If approved by the voters, the funds will
support innovation in key sectors: biotechnology,
forest products and agriculture, marine technology and
manufacturing. Finally, Maine has often led the way
when it comes to protecting natural resources while
spearheading new forms of affordable, clean energy.
We are trying to create a strong economy that provides
good jobs to hardworking Mainers. While we continue
to make great strides, there is always more work to do.

| was grateful to be awarded as a “Maine Business Champion” by
the Maine State Chamber of Commerce.
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Hearing from constituents, like you, is vital to my
work in Augusta. Please fill out the survey below
(or just send me your thoughts) to help shape next
year’s legislative agenda!

1. What is the biggest challenge facing you and your
family?

O High energy costs, including electricity and gas
O Access to health care and affordable medication
O Rising rents, mortgages, and property taxes

O Inflation and the rising cost of living

O Lack of good-paying jobs

OFinding quality, affordable child care

O Other (Please explain):

2. What is the biggest threat to our economy?

[ Need for more qualified workers

[ Lack of affordable housing options

O Extreme weather conditions/climate change
O Attacks on our heritage industries

O Lack of supports for families

[OWages not keeping pace with inflation

O Other (Please explain):

Your voice matters. Send me your feedback!

3. How can we build a stronger Maine?

OImprove access to affordable health care
OInvest in training, education, and child care
[0 Address high energy and housing costs

O Grow Maine’s energy independence

O Protect our natural resources

O Create and support good-paying jobs

O Other (Please explain):

4. What bills would you like to see brought before the
Legislature next year?

5. How can I better represent you in Augusta?

Thank you for your comments and feedback!

Name:
Address:
Email:

To complete this survey online, go to
www.mainesenate.org/2023Survey




